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By Post, 14: (Thia, Week.) | 
Telegrams: The Builder, London. 





Acetylene Lighting |EYECTORS 


HATFIELD. STREET, S.E.1 


FOR WET CELLARS 
SPECIAL_TERMS, 





LONDON HYDRAULIC POWER. CO. 
HOP. 4540. 





and WELDING | 
by TREDEGARS, Ltd. 


PATENTEES & MANUFACTURERS : 


WAYCOOD-OTIS LIFTS. 


PASSENGER. FALMOUTH ROAD, §.8.1 


MUNITION FACTORIES 


VENTILATORS & AIR DUCTS 
provided and fitted. 


Sketches and details on' application. 
EWART @ SON, Ltd., Euston Rad., yiaies; 








OF THE 
“WATCHMAN” 
ACETYLENE ~~ GENERATOR. 


HEAD 


HASKINS 7:86, Sait 
*sCITY 2985” ‘Sun Blinds, Iron Gates, 
(4 lines). 





B & 7, BROOK ST., LONDON, W.1 | S4Mb Masuins & snos., tr0.. mao st. €.0.1 





OFFICE: 
WORKS: ORDELL. ROAD, BOW, E. 


STEVEN'S «es, LIFTS 
A. &P. STEVEN (PRs) GLASGOW, 








ASPHALTE., | om Siteoreate Station 
THE SEYSSEL. AND ©. SDamber® Moorfielst so 


tHE Forts Bammer Co 
[See tener Adv vt. last page 
af Mbasasy rather] ¥ 


METALLIC _LAVA 
ASPHALTE CO. 





SIMPLEX LEAD GLAZING 
FOR ROOFS, SKYLIGHTS, and 
HORTICULTURAL WORK. 
NO ZINC, IRON or PUTTY USED. 


ANY QUANTITY SUPPETED, 
NO SPECIAL CONTRACT REQUIRED. 


Over 2,000,000 sup. ft. im use. 
Write for Particulars to 


GROVER & CO., LIMITED, 
Britannia Ensideets ucine. Wate Saran Road, 


FACTORIES Be maa: ENGINEERS. 





ASTON faci 
ASTON IRON STAIRCASES. 
ASTON 





HOLLOW TILE 
“RELIANCE” BRAND 


FLOORS. 
NORTH 1s (3 times). 
LEAD & BITUMEN DAMPCOURSE, 
SAMPLES AND PRICES ON APPLIOATIQN, 
ON; 118, Cannon 8t.,.E.0.4 


VULCANITE, LTD. {Baar 
Road, Traff 








; Westinghouse 
HEATING tance 


37 DUKE STREET, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.1. 
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“ POILITE” 








-“POILITE” ASBESTOS. 
BUILDING 


Over 130,000,000 Square Feet hae been supplied to the British 
Government for Army Hutments, Hospitals, Munition Factories, &c., 


ang bears out in a remarkable manner the favourable opinions expressed regarding 
at the last. Annual Meeting of the Architectural Association. 
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BELL'S UN ITED ASBESTOS Co., Ltd., Southwark Street, S.E.1 








-CEMENT ROOFING TILES. 
~ SHEETS. 








ELECTRIC L 





Telephope: MAYFAIR 1032, 1033. 


for Factories; Public Buildings, 
‘TREDEGARS ‘LTD. 
Electrical Engineers and Lighting 5 Pecielists 


S & Ws. BROOK STREET, LONDON: WY. mh, 
“ TREDELECT) WESDO, LONDON." 


IGHTING 


Telegrams : 


‘INSTALLATIONS 
Offices and: Flats. 
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Lewis & Lewis. Ltd. 
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Steven, A. & P. 
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GOVERNMENT BUILDING CONTRACTS. 


ORRESPONDENCE which appeared in_ the 
Times last week under this title, and which we 
give on page 159, raises a question ofsuch im- 
portance to the building trade that, though the 
writers make some very strong points, it seems 
desirable to examine the matter a little more at length, in 
the interest of fair play. The correspondence suggests that 
the contract system was an unmixed benefit—that it }as 
been almost entirely discarded in favour of a system which 
employs a contractor without competition, paying him a 
percentage on prime cost to cover his establishment expenses 
and profit; and that the contract system has been the 
universal practice hitherto. It is unlikely that either the 
contractors in the building trade or those for whom they carry 
out works would entirely endorse those suggestions. For 
instance, the practice of carrying out works on a basis of a 
percentage on prime cost was by no means infrequent prior 
to the war, while the contract system did not always 
give satisfaction to either contractor or contractee, and 
various suggestions were made from time to time for its 
modification. The most promising suggestion came from 
the American practice of letting contracts on the basis of a 
fixed fee to the contractor, with provision for a bonus if he 
kept the cost below the estimate. The correspondence also 
suggests that one Government department maintains the 
contract system, but it would not be wise to infer from that 
statement that it is the same contract-method now as that 
which prevailed prior-to the war ; indeed, it is probable that it 
differs substantially. Neither ought it to be assumed that 
other departments do not still maintain a contract system, 
because it is known that they do, though on modified lines. 
The main purpose of the correspondence, 
Proposed however, is to ensure a proper enquiry, pre- 
— of sumably into the whole matter, and there is 
my no doubt that such an enquiry, properly 
conducted before a suitable committee upon which the building 
trade was adequately represented, would prove beneficial, and 
lead to the adoption of necessary reforms. The question, 
however, would be what scope should be given in the reference 
to such a committee, so as to ensure a proper enquiry. 


Merely to limit it to deeds or misdeeds, done under the stress. 


of the extraordinary conditions which have prevailed in this 

country since 1914, would be to miss the opportunity which 

the present times afford for a thorough overhauling of the 
contract system as hitherto practised in the building trade. 

The fact is that methods of obtaining tenders, conditions of 

contract, and methods of remuneration to both contractors 

and their workmen require reconsideration in the light both of 
recent events and of the present position of both labour and 
contractors, ; 

The old conditions have disappeared, under 
Changed which there was an ample supply of labour 
Conditions. and of competing contractors scrambling for 

the work which was coming into a market 
wherein demand was moderate to slack. Now there is a far 
greater demand than can be supplied, and the new condition 
is likely to be maintained for a lengthy period. It is 
largely due to this change of conditions that Government 
departinents have been constrained to modify their previous 
practice ; doubtless they are aware that abuses exist ; indeed 
the Employers’ and Operatives’ Federations have not allowed 
them to remain uninformed, but it is difficult for them to 
apply a remedy. At the present time the Government, 
directly or indirectly, is the largest employer of labour in 
the building and constructional trades, a situation which has 
hever existed before, Formerly, building owners informed 
architects or engineers of their requirements, and these pro- 


fessional men prepared their schemes and obtained tenders” 
Generally the conditions of tendering, of contract, and the 
particulars of measurement supplied, were fixed by those 
professions, As time went on and contractors became 
organised, the conditions of tendering, contract, &c., were 
modified somewhat by agreement between the bodies repre- 
senting respectively architects and contractors. Up to the 
war that was the position arrived at, but now the Govern- 
ment, which really represents the public, have of necessity 
come to the forefront in direct relation with contractors’ 
and labour organisations as never before ; the old arrange- 
ments have perforce been set aside, and probably will never 
be renewed on quite the old footing. Confusion has resulted, 
and it is time matters were put upon a new basis suitable to 
the conditions. An enquiry by a commission or committee 
having a sufficiently wide reference to enable it to survey the 
whole of the question and to propound a reasoned solution 
would be highly advantageous and probably lead to a thorough 
modernisation and improvement of the contract system as 
hitherto understood. 
As is well known, prior to the war the Building 
Conditions of Trades Employers’ Federation considered 
Contract. that the conditions of contract then in vogue 
stood in need of considerable revision, particu- 
larly in the direction of securing more prompt and satisfactory 
terms of payment, and that body had in hand a revision of 
the Royal Institute Form of Contract, the work being well 
advanced when the war began. The experience since gained, 
especially in the direction of the effect of war conditions upon 
contracts in hand prior to the commencement of hostilities 
and the constantly changing conditions as to the supply o 
labour, its remuneration, the procurability of materials and 
their cost, has convinced many contractors, we believe, that 
they have been carrying inthe past grave risks which they 
think they ought not to carry, and has led them to reconsider 
the usual conditions of tendering and contracting from a fresh 
point of view. The Federation has, therefore, re-studied the 
problem, and its labours, we understand, are so far forward 
that ere long their results may be made public. Should the 
desired enquiry take place, the Federation would, therefore, 
seem to be in a position to make an interesting and useful 
contribution towards the solution of these questions. That 
the existing conditions of contract in this country are unduly 
burdensome upon the contractors has been recognized by 
the relief granted by Parliament under the provisions of the 
Courts Emergency Powers Act: and by the recommendations 
of the report of the Committee on Pre-War Contracts. The 
conditions brought about by necessary war measures sus- 
pending the prosecution of certain contracts, has led to a 
number of law suits and at least one appeal to the House of 
Lords, while many more cases of hardship have received sym- 
pathetic consideration by contractees as an act of grace. 
There is a feeling that the building trade 


———- must not allow itself to be placed in a position 
Prveee~oaell of dependence upon acts of grace. In Scotland 


there exists a national code of conditions of 
contract and mode of measurement, which is issued by H.M. 
Stationery Office. It resulted from an enquiry and arbitration 
proceedings presided over by Sir Geo. A. Askwith. In view of 
the considerations.which we have set out, there is a strong 
feeling amongst contractors that the time is ripe for an 
analogous procedure to be adopted here, which would enable 
all interests concerned to be heard, differences conciliated and 
adjusted, and which would result in’the production of a com- 
plete building code for this country in readiness for use during 
the period of reconstruction which will follow the declaration 


of peace. 
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NOTES. 


Tue following news item ap- 
Architects peared in the Observer on 
Sunday, and we reprint it as 
we should like to suggest that 
the committee of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects which is now con- 
sidering the future of architects and the 
architectural profession might give the 
matter their attention. If doctors ought 
to be in Parliament—and we think they 
should—why not architects ? 





In 
Parliament. 


Dr. Addison, Minister of Reconstruction, 
will speak at a meeting of the medical profession 
to be held at Steinway Hall on October 1, at 
5.30, under the chairmanship of Sir Henry 
Morris. The object of the meeting is to secure 
the election of representative medical men to 
the House of Commons, so that expert advice 
may be available on vital questions concerning 
the national health. All members of the 
medical profession are invited to attend. 


Why should not the R.I.B.A. convene a 
similar meeting to further such an 
object ? 
The  1N reference to the proposed 
Hyde Park War shrine in Hyde Park, con- 
War cerning which we printed a 
Shrine. letter in our last issue from 
Mr. Stephen Paget, which had appeared 
in the Times, we read with much interest 
that our contemporary is informed that 
the First Commissioner of Works, when 
he approved Sir EK. Lutyens’s design for 
the new war shrine, made it clearly under- 
stood that the memorial would only 
remain on the Hyde Park site.for the 
duration of the war. As it is only to 
serve a temporary purpose, itis to be of 
plaster. 





In our note to the sketch of 
The Public [lanidloes Market Hall in last 
yr ng week’s issue, we asked what 
Site. our municipal authorities 
would have to say to a build- 
ing so placed. It has been pointed out 
to us that one such body, and that prob- 
ably the most progressive, has adopted 
this solution. The New York City Hall 
now in course of construction stands 
astride of an important thoroughfare, and 
both architecturally and practically gains 
by this arrangement. It would probably 
be difficult to find two buildings more 
unlike than the Welsh Market Hall and 
the American skyscraper ; but the prin- 
ciple of closing a street vista by a building 
spanning the road is exemplified in both, 
and thus we see that sound architectural 
methods are not “ of an age, but for all 
time,”’ and so can learn from any period, 
not by the road of archeological imita- 
tion, but by that of the logical adaptation 
of means to an end. 





Tuts idea of the terminated 

The vista was developed by the 
Market- Wy eae spe 18 

glace. late Camillo Sitte in his theory 

that all open spaces should 

be, as far as possible, closed in by a con- 
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tinuous line of building. He showed 
many examples of the good effect of 
market-places and other squares where 
the outlets were masked by turns in the 
street lines, or by arched openings. His 
views on this point are well worth study 
as stating the case from the aspect of the 
open space itself, but they must not be 
accepted without reservation, as they dis- 
regard that of the influence of such 
squares or “ places ” on the effect of the 
streets around them, an aspect no less 
important in regard to the city as a whole. 
These two conflicting ideals give the key 
to the differences between the medizval 
and the Renaissance city, and as both 
possess merits, the most reasonable course 
for us is to see how far they can be recon- 
ciled.>.This was attempted with some 
successfat Nancy, and when we really 
begin to take a serious interest in civic 
architecture we shall find this is one of 
our most fascinating problems. 
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WE have had _ occasion 
Pi noe already to mention the 
uxury : 

Tax. Proposed tax on luxuries, 
more especially as affecting 

art sales. Looking more carefully 
at leisure into the Report of the 
Select Committee only confirms our im- 
pression of the very dubious advantages 
of the proposed legislation. It appears 
more than likely that the proposal, if 
carried out, though nominally directed at 
what are called luxuries, will affect prices 
all round, while the artists, already 
severely handicapped by present condi- 
tions, will be hit especially hard. One 
point which seems very much open to 
criticism in these proposals is that, while 
the home artist is thus penalised, “ it is 
understood ” (we quote from the actual 
words of the Report) “ that the duty will 
not be charged when the articles are 
bought for immediate exportation.” All 
far-seeing modern; States—Italy is an 





An 18th-century Doorway at Bath. 
[This interesting doorway is taken from the report prepared by Mr. 
Robert Atkinson, F.R.1.B.A., for the Bath City Council for their ccn- 
templated Municipal Improvement Scheme. Whatever improvements 
are carried out at Bath, we hope this and similar work will be preserved. ] 
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Pan-American Building, Washington. 


[The Pan-American Building, Washington, is constructed of 
Georgia white marble. The architect is Mr. Pau P. Cret.] 


immediate  instance—have already 
brought in special legislation to prevent 
their countries being denuded of their art 
treasures, which the demand and prices 
obtained across the Atlantic would auto- 
matically effect. We have not only 
hitherto failed in any efficient way to 
protect our loss from this cause, but are 
here actually initiating (or proposing to 
initiate) legislation to assist the foreign 
dealer to deprive us of those treasures 
which are ours, and which are—as we here 
again insist—a very precious, and an eco- 
nomically precious, part of our national 
life. The absurdity of such a proposal 
is too self-evident to need further 
comment. 





REUTER’s correspondent with 


Noyon a the French Aimy writes, 
Ruin. under date September 6, 
that the Germans have 


avenged themselves for the loss of 
Noyon in their usual fashion, by wrecking 
it as completely as they could in the 
time at their disposal with shells, mines 
and air bombs. The ancient “ Place” 
is a mere heap of ruins. Of the fine 
medizeval Town Hall nothing is left but 
some fragments of the beautiful Renais- 
sance facade. It was gutted by fire and 
wrecked and smashed by heavy shells. 
The old house on the “ Place” where 
Calvin was born—one of the historic 
glories of Noyon—is a shapeless heap of 
stones. Not a prominent building in 
the town has escaped destruction except 
the Cathedral, which, although hit in a 
good many places, has suffered no damage 
that cannot be repaired. But not only 
the public monuments of the city have 
been wrecked. There is scarcely a house 
that has not been struck, and it is 
calculated that not more than a tenth 
of the houses in the town can be repaired. 
The rest will have to be rebuilt from the 
foundations. The only consolation about 
this record of barbarity is that in all 
probability the Germans will not return 
to the town. When they retired in 1917 
they did no damage except to the main 
road, and their ruthless conduct on the 


present occasion may be indicative of a 
great deal. 





Ir is difficult to see how any- 

Acropolis °ne of sensitive temperament 
and St. can fail to be influenced by 
Micheel’s their architectural surround- 
Mount. ings, and one does not need to 
live in a gloomy London flat to realise 
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this. We believe much of that influence 
is sub-conscious and, that numberless 
people fail to appreciate the value to 
health and happiness of cheerful, well- 
designed houses. Two of the most con- 
spicuous examples in the world of the 
opposite qualities of Classic and Gothic 
architecture are the group of the Acropolis 
at Athens, and the wonderful pile of rock 
and buildings at St. Michael’s Mount, 
sketches of which we give elsewhere. 
Though so different, these groups both 
make a strong appeal to sentiment and 
artistic feeling. 





._.. THE following resolution has 
yg been sent by the National 
after the : ere 

War, Federation of Building Trades 

Employers of Great Britain 
and Ireland to the Prime Minister and 
the Minister of Reconstruction. “That 
in the opinion of this Federation, owing 
to the arrears of work in the building 
trade, together with the immediate 
industrial needs after the war, it is 
essential that Government Departments 
and public bodies throughout the United 
Kingdom should for a suitable period 
after the war refrain from commencing 
any large building or constructional 
work unless of very urgent national im- 
portance.” 





[From the Architectural Record, New York. 
Hall of Classical Sculpture, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, 
looking towards the main entrance. 
Messrs. McKim, Mead & WHITE, ARCHITECTS. 
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GENERAL NEWS. 


The Late Asher Wertheimer’s Bequests. 

The late Asher Wertheimer, the well-known 
art’ dealer, of New Bond-street, W., and of 
Connaught-place, Hyde Park, who left estate 
to the value of £750,000, bequeathed nine 
family portraits and groups by John 8. Sargent, 
R.A., to his wife for life and then to the National 
Gallery for the use of the nation. 


London Building Trades Employment Exchange. 

We understand that the London Building 
Trades Employment Exchange Committee have 
secured from the Minister of Labour a promise 
to reserve the new employment exchange in 
Tavistock-street, W.C., for the sole use of work- 
men in the building trade. The Committee 
have resolved now to direct his attention to the 
waste’of public money and labour caused by the 
despatch of workmen to jobs in connection with 
which no suitable sleeping accommodation is 


provided. 
Jordans Model Village. 

Arrangements are in hand for developments 
at Jordans, the Friends’ centre in Buckingham- 
shire. An estate of about 100 acres has been 
bought, and it is proposed, as soon as circum- 
stances allow, to lay it out as a model village 
to be known as “ Jordans Village.” The 
promoters of the scheme, who include Mr. 
Fred Rowntree and Mr. Douglas Rowntree, 
do not intend to sell any portion of the 
estate, but to let plots, on which will be 
built cottages with ample accommodation for 
market gardening, bee-keeping, poultry-keeping, 
and village industries. 

The Brass Industry. 

In connection with the proposed scheme of 

syndication in the brass industry put forward in 
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the early part of this year by Mr. Howard F. 
Smith (a member of one of the Birmingham 
firms), and as an endeavour to develop a true 
perspective of the benefits of combination, Mr. 
Smith has, we understand, republished his 
pamphlet giving particulars of the scheme, and 
in this later edition has added a number of 
reviews and criticisms from the trade and 
technical Press, together with a variety of 
questions which have been put to him, and bis 
1eplies thereto. 


** Concrete.” 

Some special features of the current issue of 
Concrete and Constructional Engineering include 
a well-illustrated article by Mr. E. G. W. Souster, 
on “* The New Premises of the Nathan Manufac- 
turing Company, Flushing, Long Island”; a 
valuable contribution entitled “‘ The Correct 
Proportioning of Concrete,” by Mr. H. C. 
Johnson and Mr. W. Kingston, B.E., University 
College, Cork ; and an article by Mr. Albert C. 
Freeman, entitled ““ A New Concrete Cottage 
Construction,” in which the author gives 
particulars and illustrations of a new concrete 


cottage construction for which he claims con- 


siderable saving in cost. 


Paisley Abbey. 

A number of members of St. Ardrew 
Society (Glasgow) visited Paisley Abbey on 
Saturday of last week, and were shown over the 
building by Mr. P. M‘Gregor Chalmers, the archi- 
tect of the restoration work. Mr. Chalmers, 
in describing the special features in the restora- 
tion of the choir, explained that the niches on 
the outside of the edifice were intended to hold 
statues, beginning with Walter Stewart, the 
founder, and his wife Eschina, and finishing with 
statues of King George and Queen Mary. He 
also stated that the spring stones of the vaulted 
roof had been already built into the walls, and 
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that the roof, when finished, will be the largest 
in Scotland, measuring 120 ft. by 32 ft.° On the 
carved bosses of the roof there is to be depicted 
the life of Christ. A Ee 


©] |° ~Manchester and Town Planning.!~ 

A deputation from the Town Planning 
Committee of Sheffield recently visited Man. 
chester. The object of the visit was to discuss 
questions of policy with the Manchester Town 
Planning Committee. The Lord Mayor, Sir A. 
Porter, stated that a number of maps had been 
prepared by the civic survey of South-east 
Lancashire. These maps showed the need for 
new roads in Manchester and district. Views 
were exchanged on the construction of model 
houses after the war, and the chairman of the 
Manchester Town Planning Committee pointed 
out that Manchester had a scheme ready for 
presentation to the Local Government Board 
seeking powers to dictate the type of houses to 
be built, limiting the number per acre, and con- 
trolling the construction of streets, 

Housing Association for Officers’ Families. 

Following the Queen’s recent visit to St, 
Mark’s Court, St. John’s-road, N.W. (the first 
block of flats for officers’ widows and disabled 
officers provided by the Housing Association for 
Officers’ Families), the King and Queen have 
each subscribed £100 to the funds of the Associa- 
tion. St. Mark’s Court consists of 24 flats; 
16 flats are in course of construction at Hamp- 
stead. The Association has just purchased six 
big houses at Cheltenham, which will be con- 
verted into 18 flats, under the supervision of 
Mr. P. Morley Horder, F.R.I.B.A., architect to 
the Association, as soon as necessary building 
licences can be obtained. It has been prac- 
tically decided to acquire and to convert into 
flats a similar block of houses at a popular 
seaside place. 
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[The subject of cottage design is of considerable importance at the 
present time, and this design by Mr. Voysey will be of interest.—Ep.] 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





Government Building Contracts. 


Sm,—The letter from five Fellows of the 
Surveyors’ Institution in The Times last week 
js a weighty reminder of the slackness that has 
entered so largely into our methods of work 
andorganisation. The principle of competition, 
which brings out the best, both as regards 
quality and quantity, has been very largely 
discarded and in place of this we have a system 
of payment by percentages on cost of materials 
and labour irrespective of whether there has 
been judgment in the purchase’ of the one or 
skill in the exercise of the other. 

The five Fellows of the Surveyors’ Institution 
rightly “‘ regard this system as dangerous and 
wasteful, as under it there is no incentive on 
the part of the contractor to exercise any check 
upon the quantity or quality of the labour 
expended nor to regulate the salaries and wages 
paid. Moreover, all mistakes made by the 
contractor are paid for and the whole conduct 
of the work tends to become lavish and careless. 
The case scarcely bears arguing, so often and 
so clearly has it been proved that the cost 
system invariably results in increased expendi. 
ture. It was fully discussed and condemned 
in public at the time when the L.C.C. dissolved 
its Works’ Department. Yet here is the evil 
magnified a hundredfold. Instances can be 
cited in which similar undertakings carried 
out under similar conditions have, under the 
cost system, involved double the expenditure 
paid under contract system.” 

The question is of very vital importance to 
the welfare of our country and unless the spirit 
of competition be revived in business and 
industry, reconstruction after the war will be 
like attempting to make bricks without straw. 


Two ARCHITECTS. 
September 5. 


The following is the letter referred to, which 
appeared in the Z'imes of Wednesday] last 
week :— 

Sm,—At the risk of being charged with 
self-interest we feel it our duty, with our intimate 
knowledge of the matter, to call public attention 
to an important change that has taken place 
with regard to Government building contracts 
during the war. 

We refer to the entire abandonment by nearly 
all Government Departments of the system of 
tendering and lump-sum contracts, which has 


» been the universal practice hitherto. If a 


return were to be made showing the money 
value of the work being done under the two 
systems, the small proportion carried out under 
the contract system would surprise everybody. 
The contract system has been evolved from the 
experience of many years, and it is the only 
one which ensures the benefits of competition 
for the employer and obtains from the contractor 
the advantage of his control and organization 
of the work, so as to induce the strictest economy 
and eliminate the evils of loitering and waste. 
system now in vogue employs the con- 
tractor without competition, and he is paid a 
Percentage upon the prime cost to cover his 
establishment expenses and profit. We regard 
this system as dangerous and wasteful, as under 
it there is no incentive on the part of the con- 
tractor to exercise any check upon the quantity 
or quality of the labour expended nor to regulate_ 
the salaries and wages paid. Moreover, all 
mistakes made by the contractor are paid for, 
snd the whole conduct of the work tends to 
become lavish and careless, The case scarcel 
bears arguing, so often and so clearly has it 
proved that the cost system invariably 
Tesults in increased expenditure. It was fully 
discussed and condemned in public at the time 
When the L.C.C. dissolved its Works Depart- 
ment, Yet here is the evil magnified a hundred- 


fold, Instances can be cited in which similar ~ 


tiidertakings carried out under similar condi- 
ay have, under the cost system, involved 
— the expenditure paid under contract 


The contractors who are employed under this 


system realize the waste due to want of prepara- 
tion and consequent confusion in management, 
but, naturally, cannot speak. If they did they 
would probably arouse to action some of the 
committees whose duty it is to watch these 
matters closely in the interests of the nation. 
We refer especially to the Treasury Standing 
Committee on Contracts (Lord Colwyn’s Com- 
mittee), Lord Haldane’s Committee on the 
Machinery of Government, and the Select 
Committee on National Expenditure. The 
Surveyors’ Institution and other bodies have 
Officially protested, but without effect. As 

things are, everything is sacrificed on the 

ground of urgency, which means that very 

important undertakings are begun before the 

drawings are made, and, therefore, without 

estimates. The result is that, instead of any 

time being saved, a great deal of time is lost 

in correcting errors due to want of aceuracy and 

information. The rtments responsible are 

those recently crea which have inadequate 

machinery and organization for the initiation of 

such matters, There are nine such Depart- 

ments all struggling in cifferent ways with 

building proposals, and we fear their adoption 

of the cost system is the natural result. 

We do not write with any desire to embarrass 
these Departments, but to ensure a proper 
inquiry, which we feel sure would lead to more 
centralizationof the technical work in connection 
with the erection of buildings, and thereby 
ensure greater care before work is commenced. 
The short extra time spent in preparing estimates 
avoids many discrepancies, and enables the 
contractor to place his orders advantageously 
and systematize his work, and in the long run is, 
therefore, fully justified. The premier building 
Department of the Government—viz., H.M. 
Office of Works—has learned this by experience, 
and maintains the contract system. Had it 
not done so the Exchequer and Audit Depart- 
ment and the Public Accounts Committee of 
the House of Commons would have objected 
long ago. We submit that what one Depart- 
ment can do others can do, if required, and the 
fact that this Department has 80 successfully 
resisted the temptation to adopt the easier 
system to which we refer is in itself a complete 
refutation of the arguments adduced in its 
favour. 

In conclusion, we wish to emphasize the fact 
that this question is not merely a question of 
routine or unimportant detail, and is not 
confined to the building trade. It vitally 
affects the whole position of labour both to-day 
and in the future, and may seriously endanger 
the whole trade of the country. The men know 
the basis of payment, and act accordingly. 
Numerous instances can be cited in which, 
when charged with withholding their labour, 
they have retorted that it did not matter to the 
contractor, as he was paid on the basis of cost. 
This is a mischievous spirit to encourage, and 
one which, we venture to say for our economic 
salvation, should be sternly resisted before it 
has permeated the whole of our industries. 


Yours faithfully, 


R. C. Guzzp (London). 
G. Kenwrick (Birmingham). 
Joun Leantxe & Sons (London). 
Norrucrort, NzicHsoug & NICHOLSON 
(London). 
Avan Pavtt (London). 
Fellows of Surveyors’ Institution. 


This letter elicited the following reply :— 

Srr,—The importance of the question raised 
in the letter published in your issue to-day 
cannot be gainsaid, and undoubtedly has already 
had careful consideration by the heads of the 
various Government departments carrying out 
constructional work, with the result that there 
are still many divergent views. The matter is 
obviously too involved to be dealt with effect- 
ively by correspondence in the Press, but a 
committee of inquiry, drawn from the heads 
of Government departments, architects, quan- 
tity surveyors, and contractore who have had 
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experience in carrying out works under both 
systems during the war, assisted by one or more 
of the leading barristers who specialize in cases 
relating to building contracts, should have 
beneficial results. We would suggest that, if 
such an inquiry be considered advisable, its 
scope should not be limited to merely “* lump 
sum . percentage contracts,” but to the 
general procedure under which building oon- 
tracts are being dealt with to-day, and that 
any contractor who has carried out work for 
Government departments under both systems 
during the war should, if he so desires, have an 
opportunity of giving evidence before the 


committee. 
Pamir E. Hut, 


Director, Hill, Richards & C©o., Ltd., 
Albemarle-street, W. 1 





The Seottish Local Government Board 
and Housing. 


Sir,—We have been told many times that 
this war would revolutionize our various modes 
of bvilding construciion, but where is the 
architect who could Lave foreseen five years 
ago that 2} in. concrete slabs, rendered with 
waterproofed cement, would now Le officially 
adopted for exterior walls in Scotlard? The 
tendency before the war was to increase the 
thickness of the walls to keep out the dampness, 


‘which was an unsatisfactory method, not 


only on account of the cost, but because a 
porous material will always conduct humidity. 
The only true solution is to use impervious 
materials for walls, or to render a porovs 
material with waterproofed cement. No one 
objects to thin window glass because it is thin, . 
for we all know it is impervious to moisture. 

The most hygienic and the warmest house 
is one built of coke breeze or porous brick 
concrete, plastered in the usual way on the 
interior (thus presenting the necessary ab- 
sorptive properties for warmth and also pre- 
venting condensation), together with an exterior 
rendering of jin. of waterproofed cement, 
applied in two coats. Such a wall is warmer 
than the walls of most anient castles bu lt 
in the most ponderous manner. 

The British Government have built many 
hundreds of cottages with 2{in. coke breeze 
curtain walls, which were rendered with } in. of 
cement. The very fact that the Scottish 
Local Government Board have adopted outer 
walls to be built of 2} in. concrete slabs 
with external cement facings should give great 
confidence to architects for their “ after the 
war” schemes (see the report in your issue 
of August 30). 

Some districts in Scotland are probably the 
most humid and bleakest parts of the British 
Islands, so that the lead of the Scottish Local 
Government Board can be safely followed. 


J. H. Kerner-GrEeENwoop, 
King’s Lynn. 


— 
i id 


Lancashire Housing and Industrial Projects, 


Numerous Lancashire urban and municipal 
authorities are preparing town-planning 
schemes, Amongst other places, we understand, 
where these projects are being pushed forward 
are Bolton, Horwich, Westhoughton, Farn- 
worth, Walkden, Little Hulton, Atherton, 
Tyldesley, Leigh, and Irlam, in which district 
over 80,000 cotton operatives, miners, and 
engineers are employed. Negotiations are 
proceeding on the part of various authorities in 
connection with these town-planning pro- 
grammes, the carrying out of which is becoming 
more and more pressing, in order to meet the 

wing need for more housing accommodation. 
Cae 10,000 houses will be built in the above- 
named towns, Synchronising with the launch- 
ing of these town-planning schemes there 
will be a big expansion in the local industries, 
for many new spinning mills are to be built and 
existing ones enlarged as soon as the Govern- 
ment embargo on building is removed, whilst 
many local colliery properties are to be developed 
by the opening out of new mines and seams. 
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ARCHITECTURE AND 
DEMOCRACY. 


Arcnrrects here are at present giving much 
attention to the question, “‘ What is Wrong with 
the Profession?” In America the same 
problem is being forced into prominence by the 
same cause, The War, and the result, “ The 
Ignoring of Architects,” prevails there as with us. 

e following extracts are from an article in our 
contemporary the Architectu al Recordon ‘‘Archi- 
tecture and Democracy before, during and 
after the War,” by Mr. Claude Bragdon, being 
the first of a series. The article from which we 
quote is entitled “ Before the War,” and is of 
interest and may be instructive :-— 


“To the average structural engineer the 
architectural designer is a mere millinerin stone, 
informed in ‘those prevailing architectural 
fashions of which he himself knows little and 
cares less. Preoccupied as he is with the 
building’s strength, safety, economy; solving 
new and staggeringly difficult problems with 
address and daring, he has scant sympathy with 
such inconsequent matters as the stylistic apna 
of a facade or the profile of a moulding. To the 
designer, on the other hand, the engineer appears 
in the light of a subordinate to be used for the 
promotion of his own ends, or an evil to be 
endured as an interference with those ends. 

“ As a result of this lack of sympathy and 
co-ordination, success crowns only those efforts 
in which, on the one hand, the stylist has been 
completely subordinated to engineering 
necessity. 

** On the other hand, in which the structure is 
of the old-fashioned masonry sort, and faced 
with a familiar problem, the architect has found 
it easy to befrank. .- 

“ For the most part there is a difference of 
intention between the engineer and the designer ; 
they look two ways, and the result of their col- 
laboration is a flat and confused image of the 
thing that should be, not such as is produced by 
truly binocular vision. This difference of aim 
is largely the result of a difference of education. 

ineering science of the sort which the use of 
steel has required is a thing unprecedented ; the 
engineer cannot hark back to the past for help 
even if he would. The case is different with the 
architectural designer ; he is taught that all of the 
best songs have been sung, all of the true words 
spoken. The glory that was Greece, and the 
ndeur that was Rome, the romantic exu- 
erance of Gothic, and the ordered restraint of 
Renaissance are so drummed into bim during 
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a pms of training, and exercise so tyrannical a 
spell over his imagination, that he loses the power 
of clear and logical thought and never becomes 
truly creative. Free of this incubue the 
engineer has succeeded in being straightforward 
and sensible, to say the least ; subject to it, the 
man with a so-called architectural education is 
too often tortuous and absurd. 

“ The architect without any training in the 
essentials of design produces horrors as a matter 
of course, on the principle that sin is the result 
of ignorance ; the architect trained in the false 
manner of the current schools becomes a recon- 
structive archaeologist’ handicapped with con- 
ditions with which he can deal only imperfectly 
and imperfectly control. Once ina blue moon a 
man arises who, with all the advantages inherent 
in education pierces through the past to the 
present, and is able to use his brain as the archi- 
tects of the past used theirs—to deal simply and 
directly with his immediate problem.” 


—_—————o- oe 
EXHIBITIONS OF THE WEEK. 


At the Greatorex Galleries in Grafton-street 
a very interesting exhibition of wood-cuts by 
Mr. Timothy Cole has just come to a conclusion. 
The art of cutting wood-blocks, which formed 
such an important element in the illustrative 
art of the generation preceding us has now 
become almost a lost art. It has been revived 
with success in Italy, and Mr. Cole, who, we 
understand, is American, is doing the same for 
us in these wood-cuts, in which he reaches a 
softness and rich texture which almost rivals 
the art of mezzotint. Examples are found here 
in his “ Shrimp Girl,” after Hogarth’s famous 
painting in the National Gallery ; in his “ Gar- 


rick and his Wife,” after the same master ;. 


and his “ Mary Woolstonecroft,” after John 
Opie’s portrait. In landscape, Mr. Cole gives 
a rendering upon box-wood of one of Old 
Cromes’ paintings in our National Gallery, with 
the same delicacy and careful technique as in 
his portraits. 

The exhibition to follow this will be of 
etchings, in which Howarth, Walcot (in his fine 
Edinburgh series), and Lumsden will be repre- 
sented as well as others. This exhibition will 
open at the end of the present month. 

The private exhibitions of the Burlington 
Fine Arts Club are always choice in selection and 
well chosen in subject. That of next winter 
will be “ London,” as shown in old drawings, 
prints and paintings. 
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THE FARM LABOURER’S 
BUNGALOW. 
THE bungalow olass of cottage for farm 


labourers may ibly find considerable favour 
when the rebuilding scheme comes into opera. 


tion. Although favoured in Ireland ang 


Scotland, bungalows have not been adopted 
in this country to any extent, not from prejudice 
on the part of the occupiers so much as through 
the conservative nature of the agricultura] 
class, both employers and employees, two. 
storey cottages having been the rule for 
generations past. The value of the land they 
occupy—unlike that of towns and congested 
areas—is seldom an obstacle to the Tger 
amount required for a bungalow in agricultural 
districts. The only objection, so far as I am 
aware, is where the site is low,perhaps bordering 
on a sluggish river course, or the atmosphere is 
of a humid nature, in which case a two-sto 
cottage is more desirable. An Irish landlord 
who proposed to build a new two-storey farm 
house fora tenant was asked by the latter 
what advantages he-should gain by going to 
sleep higher up in the air and pleaded for » 
one-story. In Scotland, bedrooms formed in 
the roof are often adopted, but the sloping sides 
and restricted height reduce their cubic capacity 
and often render them unsuitable from 4 
health point of view. This arrangement was 
at one time prevalent in England when thatch 
was the usual roof covering and roofs necessi- 
tated a high pitch. On the part of the owner 
the objection to bungalow cottages is that the 
cost more than two-storey cottages, but al 
points considered this is not so, while on the 
part of the occupiers they are considered ap 
innovation of the custom of their predecessors 
and modern improvements do not result in 
ready acceptance. The writer built and lived 
in a bungalow in an agricultural district for 
over twenty years and was able to ascertain the 
views of the labourers’ wives as to the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of both bungalows 
angfwo-storey cottages. The cost of bungalows 
is lessened in various ways. The superstructure 
being a less weight, the trench foundations can 
be commensurate therewith or entirely avoided 
by adopting a concrete raft foundation covering 
the entire site, which also serves to prevent 
damp ground air from rising and provides a 
base for cement, tile, or wood floor surface if a 
damp-proof material is added to the cement. 
Ordinary scaffolding can be dispensed with by 
using movable tressels about six feet in height 
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on which planks or scaffold boards are laid. 
This costs much less than ordinary scaffolds, 
and if used internally as well as externally 
putlogs and putlog holes are avoided, the latter 
an important feature with concrete walls. 
They also serve for building up the inside 
partitions, which can be of cement slabs two 
or three inches in thickness, having smooth 
faces on both sides which require no plastering 
and occupy less than one-half the cubio 
space of half brick partitions plastered on both 
sides, and at about one-half the cost. In two- 
storey cottages wood stud partitions lathed and 
plastered on buth sides are usual for bedroom 
floors, costing about double that of slab parti- 
tions and occupying more than double the cubic 
space. In a bungalow none are required. 
The stairs and landings of two storey cottages 
occupy somewhere about 124 per cent. of the 
total area of both floors; in a b ow this 
is saved in addition to the cost of the stairs 
and enclosing partition, brickwalling, and 
plastering, and some amount of partitions, &c. 
Bedroom floors and joists are entirely dispensed 
with and the receptacle between the joists for 
floor washings, dirt, dust and vermin avoided. 
On the contrary the roof area of-a bungalow 
is double that of a two-storey cottage, less the 
space saved by the absence of the stairs, but 
is balanced by the saving of the timber in the 
bedroom floors. Beyond this there is not 


much saving in a two-storey cottage, compared 


with a bungalow. 

In two-storey cottages the size of the three 
bedrooms is limited to the area of the living 
room, scullery and larder beneath, and a portion 
of the stair way, together insufficient to provide 
& Sufficient area to secure healthfulness; if, 
however, a parlour is added there is ample 
for the purpose. Although a parlour is advo- 
cated by some, the experience of many who 
have erected a large number of cottages in 
various parts of the country, and wheré cost 
was not the decisive factor, is that in the 
majority of cases they are unnecessary. In the 
north, where are higher, parlours are 
sometimes provided for which the labourer is 
willing to pay 6d. or 9d. a week extra rent, 
but which does not pay much more than the 


_cost of upkeep. Where the family consists of 


only one or two children and two bedrooms are 
Sufficient the third one of a bungalow can be 
used as a parlour, but this is impracticable in 
& two-storey cottage. In the latter the bedroom 
doors must be in proximity to save landing 


. Space and this is not conducive to healthfulness 


when each room is occupied, but in a bungalow 


they can be arranged a greater distance apart.— 


Bungalows are obviously very much: less 
exposed to wind and rain than two-storey 
cottages and can be more easily protected 
therefrom by dwarf trees and hedges ; flowering 
— and evergreens gan be Seminal to cover 

walls in a space 0: and are more 
Teadily kept trimmed. 


It is necessary in most cottages to save rain 
water; the occupier with a short ladder can 
keep the gutters clean more readily than with 
@ long one which is not always available. The 
amount of rain water that can be saved in this 
way is, of course, nearly double what it would 
be in a two-storey cottage, a valuable help 
where the well water is hard or water scarce. 
The size of the bedrooms is not restricted, as in 
two-storey cottages, by that of the rooms under, 
but can be whatever is considered necessary. 

bourers’ wives frequently work on the 
land—always during harvest—or are cuaptaped 
outside their cottages a greater part of their 
time, and the saving of domestic labour is an 
important point to be considered. In this way 
the stairs of a two-storey cottage are the wives’ 
trouble ; there is the taking of bedroom requi- 
sites upstairs and the slops downstairs, and the 
attendance on sick members of the family; 
there is the danger of children falling downstairs, 
and from the younger ones stepping on to 
narrow ends of the winders, which are often 
unavoidable in the limited space available. 
None of these and other objections occur in a 
bungalow. 

Suitable modern cottages for farm labourers 
were generally adopted on many large landed 
estates fifty to sixty years since, and were mostly 
built in pairs. The occupiers prefer ae a 
neighbournearathandincase of emergency. The 
Yorkshire Agricultural Society offered premiums 
many years ago for the best pair of cottages to 
be built for £200, and the first place was awarded 
to Mr. Pritchard,an architect of York. But even 
at that time they could not be built for the 
amount sy mega The design was an excellent 
one and @ large number of cottages have been 
built therefrom. Many of the plans submitted 
in the recent Housing Cottage Competition are 
based on this design. 

Apart from the conditions laid down in this 
competition and by various authorities, the 
average accommodation which it has been 
found a labourer’s cottage should comprise and 
which the wives as a rule consider reasonable on 
landed estates where the cost, although a factor 
in the case, is not a decisive point, is as follows, 
allowance being made for customs and 

rejudice :—A living room, or, as it is called 
a the North, a kitchen, having s superficial 
area of 160 to 170 superficial feet, exolusive of 
the chimney breast ; scullery, which practically 
is the wives’ worksbop, 90 to 100; larder 30 to 


“36, ‘which is ahout double that in' town and 


suburban cottages, but not too largeforafarm . 
labourer’s, as ijt has to hold a week’s supply or 
more of some articles of food; lobby to the 
front door, 16, exclusive of an outside porch or 
hood on brackets; stairs and landing not less 
than 3 ft. in width, the former having a handrail 
of wood or inch gas-barrel on brackets, which 
occupies less space. The additions, usually 


called the ou ; consist of a wash- 
houke about 10f%. by Oft.; or more if it is to con- 


‘climatic changes 


taina bath, attached to the cottage but having the 
entrance door on the outside contiguous to the 
cottage back door ; fuel place adjoining to hold 
a ton of coals and a water closet, earth closet, or 
privy and ashpit at the extreme end. Three 
bedrooms are almost invariably the rule; fire- 
places are only required in two, as, except in 
Wales and elsewhere where rain and gales are 
common, fires are never lighted except in illness, 
and the flues will often be found with straw ina 
bag pushed up to keep the air from entering. 
One bedroom has a superficial area of 120 ft. to 
140 ft. and the other two 100 ft. to 120 ft. each 
where practicable. 

The water supply to the majority of cottages, 
except where a spring or water course is avail- 
able, is usually from a draw well ; if the latter is 
shallow a pump may be provided serving & pair 
or more if in proximity. By comparison very 
few are supplied by pipes from a reservoir, and 
where this is done, the reservoir usually belongs 
to the owners of the surrounding property, un- 
less near a town and water service, and the cost 
of which does not admit of cottages paying an 
equivalent interest on the cost and upkeep. 

It will be a long time before the bath finds 
much favour; the cottager has never been used 
to one, and the wife is satisfied with a tub, which 
reyuires much less water. Its supply, except 
from a pipe service, is an obstacle. A deep 
draw is out of the question, springs near 
the surface are not always reliable, pumps are 
apt to get out of repair, and rain water from the 
roofs does not provide much more than is 
required for washing, cleaning and other 
domestic requirements. Windows are of a class 
favoured in different localities, the Yorkshire 
slide, casements opening outward and sashes. 
Sashes cost less for upkeep and are preferred b 
the majority of cottagers’ wives as they affo 
easier means of ce better facilities for 
ventilation ; they cost for upkeep.” 

Roofs, with the present scarcity of timber, 
are an important item, and*the oply remedy 
for the shortage appears to be a concrete 
flat. There are no constructional difficulties 
in the way. The only objection is that 
sometimes develop cracks 
and the concrete is not watertight, in which case 
it has to be asphalted; even then the cost 
is no more than a wood and elated or tiled roof, 
comets b Poopeety colubossed. expansion ond 
concrete is pro inforced, 
contraction can be remedied. 

New cottages to old ones sre often 
required a considerable distance apart, and this 
increases the cost unless their erection is dealt 
with in some systematic way. This has been 
8 difficulty in the past, and will be more so in 
the future with a scarcity of labour and mate- 
rials. Concrete 7 to be likely to come into 
use for cottage building to a greater extent than 
has been the case hitherto. 


Tuomas Potrxs. 
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Interior Finishings of a Chancel. 
We illustrate a drawing of a design for the 


interior finishings of a Gothic chancel by Staff- 
Sergeant Geo. Reid (late student in the Edin- 
burgh College of Art), whose design, showing the 
screen and rood to the same chancel, we have 
already published. 

The organ casing, choir stalls, altar rail and 
panelled wood roof are intended to be carried 
out in carved oak, stained a mousey-grey colour, 
with touches of colour here and there in crests, 
figure work, &c. The roof immediately above 
the altar table and reredos is made more elabo- 
rate by application of gilt and colour to the rib 
mouldings, The roof beam directly over the 
altar rail, dividing the sanctuary from the choir, 
has a row of electric lights placed close to the 
angle caused at the meeting of the beam and 
roof, thus showing up the decorated roof and at 
the same time throwing a soft top light down on 
the altar and reredos. 

The choir stalls are capped by a carved, fretted 
flying canopy. The carving throughout is very 
freely and naturally treated. 





Tunstall Court, Sittingbourne, Kent. 


This house, erected in 1914-15, is an attempt 
to combine some of the symmetry and stateli- 
ness of an Karly Georgian house with modern 
comforts and convenience, and every possible 
facility for economising labour. e living 
rooms all face so that they obtain the maximum 
of sunshine and variety of views. The “ wet 
department,” viz., the sinks, lavatories, baths, 
and w.o’s., are all together on the north side of 
the house, so as to simplify the drainage, &o. 
The outer walls are 20in. thick, including o 
2 in. cavity. The outer facing is of 2 in. thick 
red hand-made Tudor bricks of broken colour, 
and the roofs are covered with red hand-made 
sandfaced tiles. The entrance doorway is of 
Portland stone. . : 

The house was built from the designs of Mr. 

Walter H. Brierley, architect, York. . W. L. 

Grant, architect, Sittingbourne, acted as local 
representative. The builders were Messrs. 

est Bros., of Rochester. 





Reredos and Stalls in Chapel, Holy Cross Retreat 
Ogre House, Limpsfield. 

_ The large room which has been utilised as the 
chapel of the Retreat House was erected by a 


attempt has been made to reduce ¢ dageessing sein 
eft ofthe low cling by eareying up e lines 
_ of the reredos beyond the projection of the large 
Cove, . = 
The drawings for the first section of the work 
(nerbhex sereen and stalls) narrowly escaped 
ing lost in the invasion of Belgium, having 
been sent to Bruges for estimate, and were 
brought away just before the enemy entered the 
city. They were eventually carried out by 
Messrs. Dart & Francis, of Crediton, who also 


executed the reredos, which was presented 
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shortly after by the donor of the first section. 
The group of the Crucifixion and the statues of 
St. Ignatius of Loyola and St. Therese are the 
work of Mr. J. F. Taylerson, of Lavender-hill. 
The altar (a memorial to a soldier) is the work 
of Messrs. A. R. Mowbray & Co., of Margaret- 
street, W. It is executed in grey Forest of 
stone with oak panels. The photos are by Mr. 


Leman, of Regent-street. 
J. STANDEN /DKINS. 





Dining Room, Belgrave Mansions. 


This illustration from this year’s Academy 
shows a new dining room executed by Messrs. 
Geo. Trollope, Son & Coles, Ltd., from the 
designs of Mr. Arthur T. Bolton, F.R.LB.A., 
architect, of Lincoln’s Inn-fields. The modelli 
and carving were carried out by Mr. Rogers, o 
that firm, from the architect’s drawings; the 
constructional steel work, hall stanchions and 
girders were supplied and fixed by Messrs. 
Matt. T. Shaw & Co., some heavy weights 
having to be carried overhead. Mr. Lester 
was the general foreman; and the work was 
carried out without interruption of occupation 
or service, considerable improvements being 
at the same time effected in the service of other 
departments in the basement. Messrs, Wid- 
nell & Trollope were the quantity surveyors. 
The work was under the architect’s own super- 
vision. 

-——_— <9 —___— 


ADULT EDUCATION AND 
WORK. 


Tue Interim Report of the Committee on 
Adult Education (Cd. 9107) has just been 
published. The report shows how some men 
and women fight against all manner of obstacles 
to satisfy the craving for knowledge, how 
students in lowly positions have sacrificed 
leisure, wages, holidays, and even meal times 
and sleep in quest of knowledge, and the 
Committee, which is representative of employers, 
workers, and educationists, with the Master of 
Balliol at its head, has obtained abundant 
evidence that industrial and social conditions 
of to-day only too often form insuperable 
obstacles to adult education. 

‘“* We are convinced,” says the report, “ that 
long and irregular hours of labour, night work, 
and the shift system deprive those who suffer 
from them of the freedom that all men prize, 
and the community of the full service of its 
citizens.””’ The Committee, therefore, recom- 
mend that the maximum legal working day 
should not be more than eight hours, that 
overtime should be reduced to a minimum, and 
that regular night work, except when essential, 
should be prohibited. The report. deals with 
the effects of monotonous work, and recommends 
that alternative forms of employment should be 
encouraged. It also urges that wherever possi- 
ble mechanical devices should be used 80 as 
to supersede the heavier forms of labour, and 
that means should be found to secure the 
worker against the constant fear of unemploy- 
ment. 

The need for holidays is strongly urged, and 
the Committee suggests that the present custom 
among sslaried workers of payment during 
holidays should be extended to earners 


wage ers. 
-It condemns existing housing conditions as an 


wegen hindrance to women in any effort 

at self-improvement. A comprehensive scheme 

of housing reform is vital, for on it will depend 

in no measure the extent to which women 

will be able to play their part in public affairs. 
& 


= 
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Historic Places. 

Difficulties having arisen with regard to the 
power of ing with lands acquired by the 

ational Trust for Places of Historic Interest or 
Natural Beauty, and of acquiring lands which, 
though not themselves of national interest or of 
natural gp are —— for preserving or 
increasi amenities of such properties, the 
Charity Go 





mmissioners have prepared a scheme 
extending the powers of the Trust. Thescheme 
will require confirmation by Parliament. 
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THE ESTATE MARKET. 


Ar the sale of Lord Stalbridge’s estate at 
Gillingham, Dorset, recently, Messrs, Knight 
Frank, and Rutley announced that Lord Stal. 
— had sold the greater part of the town of 
iS) bury to Mr. James White, and he 
made it a condition of the contract that the town 
was first offered to the Mayor and Corporation 
of Shaftesbury for a week at a reasonable price 
and if they were unable to purchase, then to 
become tenants. Failing a sale in this way, it 
was also stipulated that before any further 
action was taken each individual occupier was 
to have the offer for one month to purchase his 
house or cottageat a fair and reasonable price. 
The day’s sale amounted to over £240,000. 

City premises in Camomile-street, and a 
ground rent with reversion to premises in Great 
St. Helens, are among the lots to be submitted, 
on September 25, by Messrs. Edwin Fox, 
Burnett, and Baddeley. The firm will also, 
jointly with Messrs. Henry Holmes & (o., 
shortl} offer a varied list of shops and factories, 
in the City, Oxford-street,;. Euston-road, and 
other central positions. 

A low reserve has been placed on Forest 
Lodge, Tulse-hill, a freehold of over an acre, 
which Messrs, Herring, Son & Daw are selli 
at Tokenhovse-yard on September 26. If there 
is no better bid, says the J'imes, an offer of £950 
will purchase No. 32, Belsize-park, Hampstead, 
at Messrs. Goldschmidt & Howland’s auction on 
September 17. An offer of £550 will buy Inver- 
carn, Clapham-park, which Messrs. Harrods, 
Ltd., are selling on September 26, with a freehold 
at Weybridge. Houses at Putney and else- 
where are in Messrs. Goddard & Smith’s list for 
September 18, including No. 50, Montagu- 
square. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Percival Heywood, 
D.S.O., has instructed Messrs, Knight, Frank 
& Rutley and Messrs. J. and W: Heathcote, to 
dispose of Doveleys, his estate of 213 acres 
near Ashbourne and Uttoxeter, at Derby on 
October 18. 

Sussex properties at Burwash, including 
Laurelhurst, 233 acres, are to be Sold by Messrs. 
Brackett & Sons, jointly with Messrs. E. Watson 
& Son, at Tunbridge Wells on September 20. 
The freeholds at Lindfield, known as The Welkin, 
and Townlands, are for sale by Messrs. Maple & 
Co. at Brighton on September 18. Messrs. 
Wilkinson, Son, & Welch and Messrs. Hampton 
& Sons, at Brighton on September 30, will 
dispose of The Knowle, a property of 5 acres at 
Cuckfield. Preliminary announcement is made 
by Messrs. Osborn & Mercer of the sale of Ash- 
endene, 159 acres, near Hatfield and ‘Hertford. 


—_ 
a 





OBITUARY. 
Lieutenant C. T. Whiteley. 


Lieutenant Charles Taylor Whiteley, 
A.R.LB.A., Royal Warwickshire Regiment, 
who died from wounds on July 1, aged 32, was 
the younger son of the late Tom Whiteley, of 
Hall Royd, Shipley, Yorks. An architect by 
profession, he served his articles at Bradford, 
after being educated at Pembroke College, 
Harrogate, and later at the Bradford Grammar 
School. He joined the Artists Rifles 0.T.C..in 
October, 1915, and received his commission in 
June, 1916. -He went on active service. 
August, 1916, and remained till February, 1918, 
= received his second star in December, 

Mr. F, W.. Hayes. 

The death occurred at Hamp on the 7th 
nstant of Mr. Frederick William Hayes, lend- 
a painter, at the.age of 70. He was bom 
in Liverpool, and at first studied architecture, 
but abandoned this for painting. He was one 
of the founders of the Liverpool Water Colour 
Society. He first exhibited§at the Royal 
Academy in 1872, and from then until 1890 be 
was a regular exhibitor there. After 1890 he 
turned his attention to illustration, and during 
the next twenty years or so he produced about 
3,000 drawings, principally in bleck and white 
Mr. Hayes was twice married, and leaves tw° 
sons rem two daughters, 
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NEW DINING ROOM, BELGRAVE MANSIONS.—MR. ARTHUR T. BOLTON, F.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT. 
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HOLY CROSS CHAPEL. LIMPSFIELD.—MR. J. STANDEN ADKINS. ARCHITECT. 
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TUNSTALL COURT, SITTINGBOURNE, KENT.—MR. WALTER H. BRIERLEY, F.R.1I.B.A.. ARCHITECT. 
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HOUSING AFTER THE WAR: 
STATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO PRIVATE ENTERPRISE. 


Tax following suggestions, which ma 
appear to be technical and complex, will 
probably be found to be really very simple 
and easy to work under. It is proposed that 
the State shall grant the whole extra cost due 
to war, and thus the builder will have to provide 
only the same amount of capital as before the 
war for erection of similar houses. The builder 
can make the same profit on his capital and 
sell at the Same price as before the war without 
making any profit on the State grant, to which 
profit Mr. Hayes Fisher sees objections. The 
State, by permitting increase of rent of existing 
houses by @ fixed percentage to cover the 
increased, market rate of interest and other 
charges, will enable the builder to rely 
on the higher market rate of interest on 
the capital provided by him for houses to 
be erected. The effect of State grant at 
a pepper-corn charge, together with permitted 
increase in rent, will be that the builder will be 
enabled to erect houses similar to existing houses 
and to let at the same rents. The builder will 
thus be in the same relative financial position 
to Local Authorities as before the war and 
should be equally successful in competing with 
them. 

The fixed percentage of rise in rents should 
be easily determined by the State on the 
basis of the market rate of interest, and 
would avoid discussion and possible con- 
tention between owners and tenants. The 
State grant in a block grant according to 
type of house, district and rent, will enable the 
builder to know, before he enters on a scheme, 
the sum he will receive‘on completion. It will 
make his other finance easy to arrange, and 
make the property marketable either before 
or after completion. The block grant should be 
easily determinable by practical men by com- 
parison with average building prices before 
and after the war. The block grant would not 
be the exact difference in cost in every case, 
but would be sufficiently near to enable the 
competent builder to reap the benefit of his 
ability. It would avoid the complexities and 
uncertainties of other suggested schemes, such 
as the preparation of estimates of costs of each 
separate project, the determination of each 
separate rental value and separate estimates 
of value based on such rental, the whole settle- 
ment deferred until the end of the transition 
period, and so uncertain as to render sale of 

roperty very difficult, if not impossible. It is 

lieved that the simplicity of operations will 
also render the administration less onerous and 
costly to the State and to all other parties. 

The following particulars give Mr. Gibbs’ 
proposals in technical form :-— : 

It is proposed that Partnership somewhat 
similar to that proposed to Local Authorities by 
the Rt. Hon. W. Hayes Fisher, M.P., President 
of the Local Government Board, should be 
established, complying with his suggestion 
that it should be @ plan acceptable to the 
House of Commons, whereby a profit should 
not be made by private enterprise on any 
subsidy. 

NOTES. 

(2) The terms of partnership would not 
be the same as pro to local authorities, 
but would be based on an economic 
Solution of the problem as suggested in 
the pamphlet, ‘“ Finazice of Housing and 
Reform of ee 4. by House Duty 
which provides for assistance without 
cost to the State or to private enterprise ; 
there would be no loss to share, but there 
would be the very great —y of 
Taising the capital, which would a 
sufficiently heavy burden to be borne in 
partnership. 

(6) The State by financial assistance limited 
to the difference between pre-war normal 


By Mr. EDWARD M. GIBBS, F.R.LB.A. 


and post-war abnormal cost, exclusive of 
profit, would not assist private enterprise 
to make a profit, but only assist it in 
rendering public service in housing the 
— The usual pre-war allowance for 

uilders’ profit was 10 per cent., which, 
deducted from 100 per cent. of difference 
in cost, inclusive of profit, would make 
the State assistance 90 per cent., exclusive 
of profit. If post-war profit be claimed at 
a higher figure, then State assistance 
should be less. Private enterprise should 
not be entitled to any profit on the State 
assistance, but it should be entitled to any 
profit on the capital raised by it. 

1. It is proposed that the Rent and Mortgage 
Act shall be amended, so as— 

(a) To permit increase in rents and mortgage 
charges by a fixed percen on existing 
rents and charges, sufficient for the higher 
rate of interest, extra cost of repairs, &c., 
and to cover charges for house duty as sug- 
gested in clause 3. 

(b) To prohibit any increase in assessment of 
rateable value of houses of less annual value 
than £20. 

(c) The Act as amended should be for two 
years, subject to extension for subsequent years 
with the “ Expiring Laws Continuance Acts,” 
with return to freedom of contract as soon as 
post-war normal conditions eventuate. 

The following explahations are also sub- 
mitted :— 

. NOTES. 

(a) The increase as a fixed percentage 
would be about the same as with freedom 
of contract, but would prevent unjust de- 
mands, assist just demands, and avoid 
the labour and contention of separate 
calculations for each propefty. 

(6) Houses under £20 a year will be ex- 
ceptionally subject to increase of rent 
after the war; without prohibition, the 
rateable value may be assested much 
higher, more rate charged without any 
improvement in the house; and the 
local authority would have no additional 
services for such houses to provide. 

(c) A part of the first year would pass in 
building, e ience as to the effect of 
restriction of rent would be had by the 
end of the second year, when extension 
or amendment might be considered. 
The Expiring Laws Continuance Acts are 
in use for many purposes, notably Rati 
Acts, and afford the readiest method o 
adjusting the Rent and Mortgage Act 
in any year of the —— period and 
the earliest opportunity of returning to 
freedom of contract consistent with the 
objects to be obtained. L 


2. It is proposed that State Financial Assis- 
tance be granted t6 all forms of private enter- 


‘prise, including-public utility and other approved 


societies, for the provision of housing of less 
annual ‘value than £20. - : 


(a) The amount of assistance for houses erected 
in the first year after the war should be approxi- 
mately the difference between the pre-war 
normal one ene abnormal cost of housitig, 
exclusive of ‘profit. Further assistance for 
further houses’ in ‘succeeding ‘years-to be less 
in amount according with any decrease in 
abnormal cost during each year of the tran- 
sitional period. — 

(6) The assistance, on the principle of pay- 
ment by result, to be a fixed sum, a block 
grant, per house, according to t of house 
and to district in which it is situated; con- 
ditional on the provision of the maximum 
of requirements as defined for each type 
as to area of site, number and size of 
rooms, and as to quality of construction, 


conditional as to rent not e a rent to be 
fixed for each , exclusive of rates, and to 
be approxima equal to post-war rents, as 
fixed under clause la for modern houses erected 
before the war, in good condition and of the 
same type ; condition as to restriction of rent to 
cease on expiration of the Rent and Mortgage 
Act as provided in clause Ic. 


(c) The terms and conditions of assistance to 
be granted by the State to be arranged through 
8, building or other approved societies, 
with a view to further and the usual 
assistance being rendered by them to private 
enterprise in all forms, all assistance to be 
granted on one mortgage deed. The State 
assistance to be in the form of a loan for sixty 
years at a peppercorn charge, subject to increase 
to a charge at market rate for State interest 
and sinking fund for the remainder of the 
term should the property be used for any 
purpose other than housing, or not be properly 
so used; or, a8 an alternative, subject to 
repayment of the capital value of the assistance 
for the then remaining term of years. 


(d) It is proposed that assistance be by instal- 
ments, 50 per cent. when a building is roofed in, 
and the remainder when the work is completed 
and the house ready for occupation, each instal- 
ment on receipt of certificate. 


(e) A housing authority as provided in follow- 
ing clause to be appointed for each district, 
to advise the Local Government Board as to 
types and rents, to approve schemes, to super- 
vise the work and to grant certificates. 


The following explanations are also submitted 
for consideration :— 
NOTES. 


(a) Assistance to the extent of the differ- 
ence in cost exclusive of profit will be 
necessary if future houses are to compete 
with existing houses; if this difference 
decreases in the succeeding years, then the 
assistance should also decrease. If differ- 
ence be £90 in the first year and £80 in 
second year, then assistance shotld be 
reduced to £80 in second year and so on in 
succeeding years. 

(b) The block grant for —— of house 
would avoid preparation of detail estimates 
for each property and differences of opinion 
respecting the same; the investor could 
anticipate a definite amount of assistance 
for any scheme in its earliest stages when it 
would be impossible to give detail estimates. 
Experience, ability and energy in producing 
houses of -the type and at the rent 
with economy would be rewarded and 
encouraged. . 

(c) The grant through banks, building 
and other societies is 6 ted so as to 
give the State security without taking a 
first mortgage, which would be deterrent to 
Har done and to rate of interest 
or the same. one mortgage covering 
State assistance and other loan might be 
deposited with the bank or society and 


probably in the locality of the property 


and be accessible. 

(d@) A Housing Authority for the district 
should have much better knowledge of 
local conditions than a State Department ; 
it could readily contro] and supervise, and 
would be cognisant of any change in the 
usage of the property. 

8. It is proposed ‘that House Duty (a) be 
imposed on all houses of less annual value 
than £20, including existing houses and those 
to be erected, to be sufficient to provide for 
interest and sinking fund on the amount of 
State financial assistance. (+) The duty to be 
charged to the owners and taken into account 
in fixing the percentage of increase of rent, and 







































































EEE = 
= : a 
oy an = te a. ee 





164 


after the transition period to be chargeable to 
the tenant as part of the rent then agreed. 


NOTES, 


(a) If State assistance be not granted for 
the houses to be erected, then the rents of 
existing houses would have to be raised until 
sufficiently high to encourage the building 
of further houses at an economic rent. If 
State assistance be granted, then both 
bodies of tenants would benefit by the 
rents not being raised to that extent ; both 
would be beneficiaries and both should con- 
tribute to the payment for interest and 
sinking fund for the assistance ; and as the 
benefit would be limited to such tenants 
there would be no equitable reason for 
charging any portion to any other tax- 
payer or rate-payer. 

(b) House Duty could be collected at the 
same time as income-tax Schedule A and 
placed to a special account. At 6d. in the 
£ it would produce sufficient to cover 
interest and sinking fund for State assist- 
ance of £30,000,000, or £100 on 300,000 
houses. The charge to be covered by the 
rent of an average house would be 14d. per 
week, The tenant would be relieved from 
a possible charge of 3s. per week. 


4. Lastly, it is proposed that the Finance Act 
of 1910 be amended so as to render impossible 
any such injustice as in the Lumsden case. 


General Notes. 


If the above suggestions be adopted and if 
local authorities be assisted by the State to the 
same amount as private enterprise, then each 
having to provide the same additional capital 
and each having to pay about the same increase 
in rate of interest, local authorities and private 
enterprise would be in the same relative financial 
position for housing as they were before the 
war, and the latter could again successfully 
compete with the former and would be 
encouraged to continue its great services in 
‘housing the people without cost to the State 
or to the local authority. 


The reform of local rating should be carried 
out as soon as practicable having regard to the 
complexity of the subject, by abolition of exist- 
- ing system of rating, by substitution of a local 
income rate on all inhabitants who are enfran- 
chised, including wage-earners ; broadening the 
basis by largely increasing the number and 
amount of assessments, the tenants of houses of 
less annual value than £20 would then be 
relieved from the disproportionate burden of 
existing rates, and thereby be —. the better 
to bear the apparently inevitable increase in 
rents after the war. As a temporary expedient 
preferential rating might be provided for in 
amendment of Rent and Mortgage Act under 
clause la. 

The following are claimed as advantages of 
the complete scheme :— 


The finance of housing on a sound economic 
basis without cost to the State, local authorities, 
taxpayers or ratepayers ; on an equitable basis 
to estate and house owners’and to mortgagees ; 
. beneficial to tenants, building and other societies ; 

reconciling the interests of all these parties, 
These economic and equitable adjustments 
_ would relieve houses under £20 a year from any 
inorease in rent on account of difference in cost, 
. pre-war and post-war, and also from much of 
’ the increase in rent on account of increase in 
rate of interest; which; together with the 
economies to be effected by the committee 
under Sir Tudor Walters, may keep the rents 
after the war to very nearly the same as before 
the war for similar houses, making it possible 
also to provide better and more ideal houses at 
reasonable rents. 

The Sw poe of any substantial increase in 

rent will avoid any.claim for substantial increase 


in wages on account of rent ; such avoidance of 
increase of wages will be directly beneficial to 
trade and agriculture and without injustice to 
the wage-carner. 
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Bricks Without Permit. 

Berore Alderman Sir John C. Bell, at the 
Mansion House, Messrs. Stone & Co., Ltd., and 
James Fenwick, secfetary, of 11, Ironmonger- 
lane, E.C., were summoned at the instance of 
the Director of Public Prosecutions on charges 
of having, between April 25 and 30 last, failed 
to comply with the provisions of the Buildi 
Bricks Order, 1918, in that they unlawfully so 
to J. W. Sergeant 20,000 building bricks other- 
wise than under and in accordance with the 
terms of a permit issued under the authority of 
the Minister of Munitions, contrary to the 

ations for the Defence of the Realm. 

. W. Sergeant, of Clarence Wharf, Kingston- 
on-Thames, was summoned for aiding and 
the commission of the offence. 

Sir Archibald Bodkin conducted the prosecu- 
tion, Mr. C. Zeffert, appeared for the company 
and Mr. Fenwick, Mr. C. Carter defending Mr. 
Sergeant. 

Sir Archibald, opening the case, said the 
Order in question was for the se of con- 
trolling the price of building bricks in order that 
persons engaged in building in the public 
interest should not be charged the exorbitant 
sum which otherwise might obtain, and the 
terms of the Order were, ‘“ No person shall 
deliver any building bricks, except under terms 
of permit issued by the Ministry of Munitions.” 

The facts in this case were: Messrs. Dick, 
Kerr & Co., Ltd., were constructing work in 
connection with the war in Surrey—he would 
not specify further. Sergeant, although having 
no contract with that firm, from time to time 
supplied them with bricks. He would pause 
here to say that persons must be taken to know 
the provisions of the Orders which were issued 
from time to time and which appeared in the 
London Gazette, the Press and trade journals. 
This Order was issued on April 5, and on the 
24th Dick, Kerr telephoned to Sergeant for 
20,000 bricks, and they were answered that the 
bricks would be sold at 75s, a thousand, Dick, 
Kerr to pay cartage and delivery, which eventu- 
ally made them cost 100s. 9d. a thousand. 
Sergeant had not got the bricks, but he knew 
where to get them, and he telephoned to Stones’ 
and got the bricks from them. 

The first that the Controller heard of the deal 
was from Sergeant on May 3—after the I ricks 
were sold—asking for a permit to deliver. He 
received a reply that the brickmaker must 
apply, and on May 8 the r of Stone & Co. 
asked for a permit “to sell bricks for Dick, 
Kerr’s job.” 

So with a minimum of trouble, and at the 
expense of a few stamps and notepaper, Mr. 
Sergeant, who buys at 70s. a thousand, sells at 
75s. a thousand. Meanwhile a permit arrives 
for Stone & Co., authorising them to sell to Dick, 
Kerr & Co. at a provisional price of 35s. per 
thousand—the sale being to users—and the 
Controller was under the impression that this 
was @ transaction to be carried out, and not one 
already complete. He, however, decided to 
follow the matter up, and he wrote to. Messrs. 
Dick, Kerr & Co., who disclosed certain par- 
ticulars, as the result of which the Controller 
wrote to Stones for a certified copy of all 
invoices in connection with the sale, and a 
declaration that they had delivered a duplicate 
of the conditions of sale to the purchasers. 


_ They replied that they did not sell to Dick, Kerr, 


and therefore had no invoices ; whereupon the 
matter was put in the hands of Mr. Chetham 


Strode, legal assistant to the Ministry, who, in 


turn, communicated both with Mr. tand 
with Stones, informing them they appeared to 


-have committed -offences under the Order. 


From nt he received a reply that he was 
asked to supply for a Priority Class A job bricks 
which were urgently needed. He was in- 
structed to ask for the release of 40,000, although 
only 20,000 were required at the moment, as 
probably more would be needed later. Stones’ 
reply was to the effect that they left every- 
thing to their manager, who had been with 
them for twenty years, but who had been away 
ill. On the permit issued, Stones were autho- 
rited to sell “ bricks as they rise” at 358. per 
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thousand—bricks as they rise, to use a homely 
phrase, meant taking the fat with the lean, and 
35s. was the outside price for such bricks This 
concluded learned Counsel, was an excellent 
example of what the Controller was out to 
prevent. 

Alderman Sir John Bell: But which I am 
sure he doesn’t. The more @ contractor can 
get, the higher his commission. It is a scandal 
that should have been exposed long ago. Here 
is a case where commission could be charged 
on 100s., which, with cartage and delivery, is 
what the bricks came to, instead of on 60s, 
But the British taxpayer pays. It is perfectly 
outrageous. 

Mr. Carter Pegg, Controller under the Ministry 
of Munitions, said he fixed the price of bricks— 
“ bricks as they rise ”’—at 35s. per thousand, 
from knowledge and experience. The pre-war 
price was 208., and ‘‘as they rise” included 
good, bad and indifferent. 

Mr. E. H. Buckram, engineer to Dick, Kerr 
& Co., explained that his firm worked for the 
Ministry of Munitions at 24 per cent. on prime 
cost, and it was no advantage to them to buy 
material at a high price, and, except for urgent 
needs, they submitted prices before a contract 
was given. 

Sir Archibald remarked that this was a firm 
of high reputation. 

The witness agreed that the Alderman’s 
remarks applied to many firms. 

Cross-examined for the defence, witness said 
70s. was on the “ high side,” but it was not an 
exorbitant price. They were very good bricks, 
and 35s, was not a fair price ; he should say the 
pre-war price for this class of brick was 40s. He 
did not know that 50s. was the price fixed by the 
Brickmakers’ Association for first-class bricks. 

Mr. Fenwick, in the box, denied all know- 
ledge of the transaction, and the summons 
against him was withdrawn. 

For Mr. Sergeant it was contended that he had 
only committed a technical offence; he had 
been under the impression on the strength of 
what he had seen in a paper, that he could sell 
up to 20,000 without a permit. 

Mr. Zeffert addressed the Court on behalf of 
Messrs. Stone; when the Alderman fined each of 
the two defendants £50 and fifteen guineas costs. 

_———- > 
Ordnance Survey Arrears. 

A report on the progress of the Ordnance Sur- 
vey states that the revision of maps on the scale 
of 1/2500 was continued with one-sixth of the 
pre-war staff, and large portions of the counties 
of Buckingham, Derby, Durham, Essex, Hert- 
ford, Northumberland, and Oxford, have now 
been more than twenty years unrevised in the 
field. If the revision continues at its present 
diminished rate the public must be prepared 
to use obsolete 25 in. maps of some of the most 
important counties of England. The arrears of 
6 in. publication are even heavier. To promote 
economy, counties whose population is less 
than 100 per square mile have “now been 
marked for 40-year instead of 20-year revision. 
For the reports of the Boundary Commissioner 
430,000 maps were printed. 

Allies in Science. 

At the invitation of the Royal Society ¢ con- 
ference of representatives of the Allied nations 
will be held in London on October 9, at Burling- 
ton House, to discuss the future conduct of 
scientific work hitherto carried out by inter- 
national organisations. In a memorandum of 
some of the subjects to be submitted to the 


‘conference, the Royal Society divide intern4- 


tional scientific organisations and conventions 
into four groups according to their objects and 
methods of procedure. The first group consists 
of agreements fixing standards of measurements, 
essential not only in purely scientific investiga 


‘tions, but in theldevelopment of many industries. 


The foremost position in this group is held by the 
International Metric Commission with the 
‘“* Bureau International des Poids et Mesures, 
which has its headquarters at Sévres and d 
mainly with standards of length and mass. 
Other units intimately connected with the 
metric system, but requiring special considera- 
tion, are generally entrusted to special inter 
national bodies. 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 


THE TRADES UNION 


CONGRESS. 


{gs Trades Union Congress is supposed chiefly 
to deal with the industrial aspect of affairs in 
relation to Labour, brt, although the. recent 
meeting at Derby was the Jubilee meeting and 
many important questions came up for dis- 
cussion, they were chiefly of a political character 
gs connected with the war, and, memorable 
as this meeting has been, from. the discussions 
as reported, there is little that calls for comment 
jn our pages. 

It is hardly to be wondered at that in these 
strenuous days the questions of peace and war 
should dwarf all other considerations, but in 
normal periods the Congress has of late years 
become more political in its character, and we 
have often regretted that it was not made the 
occasion for serious discussion of industrial 
affairs. The Congress accepted without dis- 
cussion a recommendation in the report of the 
Parliamentary Committee that the principles 
of the Whitley Report should be accepted and 
that the Joint Industrial Councils should be 
set up in order that in the approaching time of 
readjustment, strikirg may be avoided in the 
settlement of the various questions which must 
necessarily arise. This acceptance of the 
Report and a resolution in favour of introducing 
a statutory eight-hours day, were almost the 

only industrial questions touched upon at the 
Congress. 

Yet these two points raise many issues that 
should receive the attention of an industrial 
congress. There can be little doubt that if 
commercial prosperity is to be secured after 
the war, one of the first essentials will be to 
establish effective tribunals for dealing with 
trade disputes; but a second essential is that 
the trade unions shall maintain discipline in 
their own ranks. The rank-and-file have for 
some years past shown an inclination, when 
the least tension exists, to ignore the advice of 
their own elected representatives, and discipline 
is at a discount. The public have had experi- 
ence recently of a * lightning strike,” that is, 
® strike resorted to without notice and without 
taking any steps to negotiate, and such strikes 
may have the element of blackmail in them. 

Relations between the Trades Union Congress 
and the General Federation of Trade Unions 
appear to be a little strained, but the quarterly 
report of the latter organisation contains some 
very pertinent observations on this subject. 
It points out that stoppages of work have too 
often occurred when settlement was easy, had 
the ordinary trades union machinery been 
properly used, and urges the need of discipline, 
as the trades union movement depends on 
organisation and not on anarchy. It dwells 
on the necessity of regarding economic laws, 
which is well recognised by the older and more 
experienced trade unionists, but ignored by the 
hewcomers; and it closes with a warning as 

follows :—« Their careless disregard of common- 
sense and economic law is reducing national 
credit, inflating the currency and increasing the 
price of every commodity the workers them- 
Selves use,” 

This report, which appeared in the Times 
of the 6th inst, whilst the Congress was sitting, 
Contains some very useful observations and 
osetam the attention of all interested in such 

UeSTIONS, 

As revards the resolution es to an eight-hours 

Y, much may be said for a limitation of the 
hours of work af proper measures accompany it 
to Secure the maximum output. After the war 
® Period of reconstruction will follow the 
years of destruction. If a country is to 
hold 1s own in the commercial competition 
that will follow the war, the maximum of output 
must be attained, 

The relation between wages and prices will 
A erve great attention when peace comes. 

t tho present time both ere artificial. 

The observations of Mr. G. H. Roberts, the 


Minister of Labour, reminded the Congress 
that a Labour Party Conference or a Trades 
Union Congress is not democracy in itself. 
“Democracy consists of the whole of the 
peoples of the nations.” 

Every class and every party in the country 
might take this observation to heart. In 
economic reconstruction not one class or one 
party can dictate, but all must endeavour to 
agree and to compromise ; were it otherwise we 
should be setting up a form of party dictatorship 
akin to Junkerism, end thet is the very evil 
we are all ovt to destroy. 








THE DISTRIBUTION OF 
TIMBER SUPPLIES. 


THE Hull section of the Timber Trades 
Federation have addressed a letter to the Con- 
troller of Timber Supplies on the subject of the 
notice circulated through the Press, which 
suggested that some merchants who have 
received rations from the national stock are 
holding back their allotments from purchasers 
holding permits. The notice intimated that 
refusal to sell to a permit-holder on the part of 
a merchant able to supply would afford ground 
for the withdrawal of the merchant’s ration, 
and that in the event of undue delay by the 
trade in the supply of timber to a customer 
holding a permit, the Controller might find it 
necessary to supply direct from the national 
stock. 

Mr. Whitehead, the secretary of the Hull 
traders, in his letter to the Controller, says :— 

“Timber traders are much disturbed and 
hurt by the reflections cast upon them in this 
notice. So far as the timber traders of this 
district are concerned, your notice is entirely 
unnecessary. Your new scheme is accepted, 
and the trade have been loyally carrying out 
its provisions so far as their part of the work 
of distribution is concerned. No cases of refusal 
to accept orders from consumers can be dis- 
covered, neither can any holding back from 
purchase by persons holding permits.” 

The suggestion that “ the Controller might 
find it necessary to supply direct from the 
national stock,” Mr. Whitehead says, ‘‘ really 
seems to carry an intention on your part to 
throw upon timber traders the consequences of 
delays which are occurring in your own Depart- 
ment. . . . There has been great delay in your 
Department, and that of the Government 
Timber Buyer in issuing orders from the 
national stock against permits to buy. The 
trade have recognised that you have many 
difficulties to overcome in working the new 
scheme, and... they have not unduly 
harassed you about the matter, as they have 
been hoping that matters would improve from 
day to day. Permits to buy with requests for 

orders from the national stock have been 
reaching your hands daily during the past 
month, and so far only a small percentage of 
the orders have been issued. In some cases 
orders have been issued for stock not in exist- 
ence, the goods having been sold and delivered 
by the order of the Government Timber Buyer 
months since. The position is getting worse 
from day to day. If orders from the national 
stock do not reach the ration holders more 
quickly, and in greater volume, it is foreseen 
that many works of the highest national 
importance will have to stop for want of wood. 

“You can be assured that the timber trade 
will give you every assistance in their power in 
the working of the scheme, but they must beg 
you will not cast unwarranted reflections upon 
them.” 


oo 
a 


Borough Surveyor, Rochdale. 

Mr. 8. 8. Platt, who hes been Borough 
Surveyor of Rochdale for 37 years, will retire in 
October. He will be retained by the Corpora- . 
tion as consulting engineer. 








INDUSTRIAL RECRUITING 
CAMPAIGN. 


A CIRCULAR has been sent to us which is to be 
sent to all members of the glove trade, employers 
and employees. It is interesting as an example 
of the energetic steps to improve organisation 
that are now being taken by the Interim 
Industrial Reconstruction Committees, joint 
bodies, now twenty in number, which the 
Ministry of Reconstruction is promoting in the 
less highly organised trades to serve temporarily 
the functions of full Joint Industrial Councils :— 

“The Glove Trade Interim Industrial 
Reconstruction Committee,” says the circular, 
“* wishes to call the attention of all engaged in 
the trade, whether as employers or employees 
to the great usefulness of organisation, and to 
urge every employer to join an association of 
employers and every employee to join a trade 
union or other society of employees. The 
members of the Whitley Committee on relations 
between employers and employed, in their 
report of March 8, 1917, stated as their con- 
sidered opinion that ‘ an essential condition of 
Securing a permanent improvement in the 
relations between employers and employed is 
that there should be adequate organisation on 
the part of both employers and workpeople.’ 
The War Cabinet decided to adopt this report 
as part of the policy which they hope to see 
carried into effect in the field of industrial 
reconstruction. 

“‘ Under the guidance and with the assistance 
of the Ministry of Reconstruction, the Ministry 
of Labour, and the Board of Trade, this Com- 
mittee has been formed with the advancement 
and better organisation of the glove trade as 
its main object. It is to be the normal channel 
of communication on all matters between the 
trade and all departments of the Government 
of the country pending the formation of a 
Joint Industrial Council, and is to be concerned 
with the troubles, difficulties, welfare, and 
needs of every section of the trade. The good 
the Committee can do, its scope and sphere of 
usefulness as it works within the trade and 
when it speaks for it and urges its claims, will 
depend largely on the extent to which it is 

known to have the weight of the trade behind it. 

“If there were no benefits and advantages 
for individual firms and workers in being 
associated with other firms and their fellow- 
workers, if there were no common interests 
drawing the members of the trade together for 
their own personal good, the Committee would 
still be justified in urging all to unite for the 
good of the trade as a whole and to help improve 
the conditions of trade and work for those not 
so fortunate as to be able best to look after 
themselves. . 





PATENTS. 


APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED*. 

117,504.—W. J. Stewart: Concrete and 
the like. 

117,515.—G. D. B. GC. Hardie: School desks. 

117,541.—F. V. Bornand: Ties for erecting 
scaffolding and for other similar purposes. 

117,544.—R. C. Wheeler: Burglar alarm. 

117,568.—W. H. Cook and Fastnut, Ltd. 
Locking-devices for nuts and the like. 

117,572.—G. H. Akerlund: Heating and 
ventilating systems for buildings. 

117,575.—F. C. C. Rings: Sectional rein- 
forced concrete ships. 

117,605.—F. Hartner: Process for the 
manufacture of a mortar-forming material from 
anhydrite. 

117,659.—H. A. Bartlett and London Im. 
proved Motor Coach Builders : Tipping wagons, 
trucks, or the like. 

117,667.—E. R. Calthrop.—Cellular concrete 
structures. 


* All these corm ye are now in the stage in which 
epposition to grant of Patents upon them may be 
made, 
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166 THE BUILDER. 


. RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


THE following are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in the princi towns of England 
Wales. It must be understood that, while every endeavour is made to ensure Banas god. cannot eee 










































































































































































































































































for errors that may occur :— 
eae: iin, eiiattiney Brick- Plas- 
Masons. oan. penters, Racal Slaters. —_ Painters} La- — —— 
v oiners. F bourers.|hourers./bourers, 
d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d, 
Aberdare ........ 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/2 i[- 1/- 1/- 
Accrington ...... 1/348} 1/34 1/35§ 1/348} 1/348 1/348) =1/3§S) 1/-8 1/-§ | 1f-§ 
Altrincham ...... 1/5§ 1153 1/5§ 1/53 1/43 1/63 1/53 | J/I8 1/1g | 1/148 
Ashton-under- Lyne 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ | 1/58 i 4§ 1/6§ 1/5§ | 1/18 1/148} 1/145 
Barnsley ........ 1/3§ 1/2 3/1 1/- 1/14§ iyi 11 11 1l 21 
Barrow-in-Furness 1/2} 1/24 1/2 1/2 1/2} 1,2 1/2 if- 1/- 1/- 
ee ee ae 3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/2 1/- is 1/- 
Bath ..... Raciceke if 1/1 1/1 1/0 10/4 i/t 1/- 104 103 103 
i eae 1/1 1/l 1/1 1/1 if 1/1 10 1 1 10 
Birkenhead ..... > 1/6§ 2 /6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ i /6§ 1/63 | J/238| 1 238}: 1/248 
Birmingham .... 1/4 1/4 1/4 1/4 1134 1/4 1/3§ / Vi 
Bishop Auckland 1/24 1/24 1/4 1/2 1 j2 143 i? M1 ll i 
Biackburn ..... ° 1/348 1/34§ 1/34§ 1/343 1/348 1/548 1/34§| 1/-§ 1/-3 j/-3 
Blackpool Wivevad c. 1/2 1/2 103 34 /- 104 
GOR séteccécee . o 1/5 1/5 1/4 1/3 j $ - - 
Bournemouth .... if. if iy hh We he i is ie ry 
oe era 1/25 1/24 1/2 1/23 1/2 1/3 1/1 i/= 1/- hee 
Bridgwater ...... 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 11 9} 93 93 
Brighton .......- 1/1 1/1h7}- 1/14 1/1} 1/13 1/1} 1/- 11 ? 11 
— seaeeme sa ‘ia 2/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 Wg 1/2 - if i/- 
MICY .sccccce 398 3 1/3 1/33§ 348 3$§ - - — 
Burton-on-Trent .. 1/1 we Wes we Wis Fl HS On if ; P 
BUY... cveccces 1 /5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/3 1/3$§) 1/6§ 1/48 | 1/-§ | 1/ogg] i/ogs 
Cambridge ...... 1/th 1/14 1/14 1/14 1/1 1/14 1/- | 104 104 1 
« CAGE -. creccqces 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/34 1/2 1/- 1/- iJ~ 
Chatham ..... ore 1Ostt Nits litt 11tt litt 11tt 9stt]  S8tt 8tt sti 
Chelmsford | 2227! | 2b] ase] oayeg]) pag] pe y2¢{ 1 | 11 11 . 
Cheltenham ...... 1/04 1/0 :/U$ 1/vs 1/v4 1/v 1/04 10g 10$ 10} 
ERS 1/33 1/33 1/38 1/38 1/3§ 1/3§ 1/28 | 1/- 1/-§ | 1/-3 
Chesterfield ...... 1)- 1/2 1/1 11 lu 11 1/- | 83% 8-34 8-34 
Colchester ...... 10 104 lug 11 10 11 8 7 7 74 
Coventry ....... 1/3 1/34 1/34 1/34 1/3} 1/34 1/23 1/03 3/0} 4/1 
WONG 6.66: 6c000eee 10 1/04 1/0 10 10 1/2 1/04 é i “¢ 
Darlington ...... 1/14 1/1} it T/1} 1/2 1/- 1/3 103 10} 103 
ea ‘ 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/04 | 11 11 314 
Doncaster .....00¢ 1/- 1/1 1/1 104 104 iv vg 104 104 10% 
Ie 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/3 1/1 11 il 11} 
Set gp Seagate y 142 1/2 1/lh 1/2 1/1h 1/1 1/04 9 9 9 
‘i im. ane ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ¢ 
, Mon. Valleys . j mf 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/2 1/- a/- a/- 
ME cb6s cchao'ad 3j- 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 0 
stp oa eevee hoy i. i 42 ie yet +4 . . . 
“iloucester ...cce 0 1/0 * 1 
Grantham ...... Ye lu ; iy ay ip! ry rs ‘3 ot 7 
poe ce ceccece ° 1/2 1/33 1/35 oe on 1[- 10} — 10 10 
LL eee 2 2 2 ‘ 2 23 r - - - 
a Yarmouth .. 10 10 4 10 ’ if . 10 , 10 : :y 4 . , " . 
eae 1/23. 1/2 1/2 2 2 2 i 
Harrogate ...... 104° rag +g iM ‘ ¥ ' 14a Me i} = nH 
Hartlepoolg ...... 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/3 11 un’ 1l 
rae ses ee iat - 10 10 10 lu 9 it 74 7% 
CTCIOPE ...cccce 1 11 1 
Huddersfield .... 1/2 Te 1 is We ue We iy Th uu} uf 
Pee ° 1/3 1/45 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 3h) Wi | afl | afl 
rg Re 1/1} 1/is 1/1} 1/2 1/2 1/2} Ifo 1l il 1l 
Lancaster ........ 1/13 1/14 1/2 1/1} 1/14 1/- 1/3 11 J i1 
Leamington Spa .. 113 119 114 113 1l 113 103 8} 8} 8} 
a. ee 1/2 1/2} 1/2 1/2 1/23 1/3 Mfug | lg 11g 1/- 
Leicester eh es 1/2 1/2 1;2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/0g | 41g ily Sg 
ee sbisedocece 1/16 1/1e |} * 3/1) 1/14 1/1} 1/13 1/02 | 10 10 1 
siverpool ........ 1 /6§ 1 /6§ 1/6§ 1 /6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ | 1/248) 1/248) 1/235 
vw fines Usui} i/sqi} ayaa) afta) 2 | fq) afoul an | Moan | a 
‘éetnereaee ‘ 34 f 3 — 312; i 
Kovac s<- | Wags] Wat] VaR) ASR rye] URRY HOt) HRT HB 
Maidstone “<<... 1 if it iy 0, if’ | 's "3 “a 
Manchester ...... 1/58 1 /5§ 1/5 1/5§ 1/4 1/6 1/5 Wl 1/1 1/1 
oo ang RECESS Ha! 1/14 itt ity Hit tt ihes ion inn? /138 
Middlesbrough sé 1/2 Ne HA iH 3 YE we . % - 
ewcastle-on-Tyne 1/3 3 73 3 2 3 j 
Newport ion... | dst | fat] ast] ask] ae | Ms | arse | Mok) ok | os 
Northampton .22) | 471 val i/t yi} at 1/1 i} ib; be bi 
Norwich ........ 1/- 1]. 1/- i. i/- 1 it of OL | Oe 
Nottingham ...... 1/23 1/23 1/23 1/2 1/2} 1 /38 1/1 1/03 ait Wit 
Oldham ......., 1/5 1/5 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/4 1/4 i /5§ 1/148] 1/198] 1/28 
Oxford... eeeees il 10} 10} 104 104 lus 4 . 8 8 
Pooanad teeeeee 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1149/1! 11 11 
Portsmouth ROP NE i 1 1h 7 i = iy My am a 
Prenton Bedeiuormaind 1/3} 1/83 1/3 1/2 1/2 1/3 1/2 11} 114 11g 
oes Siemon in| Aide | May] MiRL M2] ME te] at | aot 
fama ooo aM) Ue] RET He | ime a | dan ad 
Rugby .......+0e 1/1} 1/1} 1/1 1/14 1/1} 1/14 1/04 | 103 10} 113 
- Albans ee eéee 1/- 1/- 1/2 1/- I/- 1/- 103 9 
3 ORS Ciel ey ei | el ele eee 
Sheffield ....2222 ~ ” 4 : + 114 4 y 
Shrowabury denies ‘ft it ; at yt 6 i/3 i iad 2/08 1/0 | 3/08 
Southampton ee 1/1 1/1 nh vt Vy it / of Of of 
Southend-on-Sea ee 10 10 15 “ a" a 7 4 ny ° Y ys 
omen: teeeee 1/4 1/3 1/5 3/4 1/4 1/4 i/4 1/- 1/- | 1f- 
Stockport? cs: | 14a] ary} arse] tea] ae | afte) Ss | Soe | 78h | Pos 
Seek en on Toes hs ij! ie hy ysis Thy 1h ys ut hy 
Stoke-on-Trent... 170k | 170g} afog | fda} fog | 7- 113 | 10 10 10 
Saeed *”*°°** 1ij li} 113 11} 11} 11 11 9} oF 9} 
ae °°*"* 1/33 1/34 1/33 1/33 1/2 1/1} 1/4§ 1/0$ | 1/04} 1/04 
feanton 22200007 8 UA UB US] Pe) ae] we | ue | af i, 
Torquay | hoy sie + ag + hy if i i-8 uy s) us |, 4§ iis 
aketie - s 3, ot pe ny 
a W2h§/ 1/38 | 1/2h8} 1 /2ag) 1729s) 124s} frag] 0p | 109 | 03 
Warringicn °° °°°° ad ae 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/oR | 11 11 114 
West Eecmnicn’ °° 1/5 1/5 1/5 1/5 1/5 1/5 1/4 Wie] yfle yd 
Winn eveeeeeece] qyat| Ma] SE] ye | ase] os | aig | 1/04 
Windsor se eceee : {as 1 is 1/43 is 43 1/48 } At 1/0498 404s 1/048 
olverhain : 4 fo * me ‘ a 
Worcester .e....20f qe | 2 | Me | oe | ove | qe | we) | | 
_. SRK 2 > 5 ” ‘ : 
1/2§ 1/28 1/28 1/28 1/- 1/- 10 1145 1198 11fs 
ited 


The Masons’ rate given is for bankers : fixers usually $d. per hour extra. * Wur bonus of 2s. per week granted. 
k 


WwW , 
eid io = week granted = 3 War bonus of 3s, 6d. per week granted. tt War bonus of 6e, per wee 
sThese pm. in 8d. per hour to men eigazed on munition work. War bonus ot ‘s, 6d. per week granted. 
12} per cent mo ude all 12$ per cent. bo uses. [the above rates, unless otherwise shown, are exclusive cf 
- Increase granted by the Cummittee of Production to workers engaged on munition work.—Lp.| 
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NOTES FROM THE FOREIGN 
PRESS. 


COMPETITIVE DESIGNS FOR A ROAD BRIDGE oypR 
THE REUSS, NEAR GISIKON. 

An article in Schwevzerische Bayz. itun 
July 6, describes and illustrates the desi 
which were awarded the first, second and third 
prizes. The first prize was awarded to a desi 
for a reinforced concrete bridge of Single sone 
210 ft. long and total width of 24.6 ft. - the 
lvstrations are to scale and fully dimensioned, 

RELIEF MODELS OF PLACES OF HISTORIC 
INTEREST. 

An article in » Schweizerische Bauzeitung 
July 20, describes the desirability of having 
relief models made to scale of places where 
considerable alterations in the aspect of the 
countryside will be caused. by great engineering 
works, such as hydro-electric power stations, 
great reservoirs, &c., and points out the superior 
value which such relief models have over even 
the best pictures. Illustrations show repro- 
ductions of photographs of such a model of 
Eglisau from the east and also from the west in 
the state before the great works for the power 
station at Rheinsfelden were begun. After the 
works were completed, the water level was 
raised eleven metres in the small stream which 
divided the village into two unequal parts, 
The old bridge and many buildings were sub- 
merged and the entire aspect of the district 
altered. 

ECONOMY IN THE DESIGN OF CONCRETE 
BUILDINGS. 

In a discussion before the Boston Society of 
Civil Engineers, Mr. F. 8. Bailey described 
experiments he had made fo ascertain the most 
economical mixture of cement, sand and 
aggregate. The principal tests made were: 
The comparative costs, per 100,000 lb. com- 
pressive strength, of different mixes with three 
kinds of aggregate, namely, hard sandstone, 
broken stone and gravel, and the comparative 
costs with different mixes with beams or slab 
of different depths. All these experiments, with 
one exception, show that a mix of 1:2:4 
would be the most economical. Mr. Burtis 8. 
Brown said that in his practice he always tried 
several depths of beam experimentally to make 
sure of getting the most economical besin for 
each different ‘lay out,” and that in one 
design he had saved 50,000 dollars by so doing.— 
Boston Society of Civil Engineers Journal, 
June, 1918. 

DESIGNS FOR SWISS PUBLIC HOUSES AND 
RESTAURANTS. 

The Swiss Commission for Public House 
Reform promoted a competition for the pur- 
pose of obtaining the most suitable designs for 
a reformed class of temperance public houses 
and restaurants which they propose to build. 
The rules for the competition and the designs 
submitted by various architects are described 
in Schweizerische Bauzeitung, July 20. The 
subject was divided into three classes :—(a) 
The Common Room.—In every community the 
want is felt of a common room, where the youth 
could meet for reading, writing and entertain- 
ment ; also of a.place where young people in 
business far from their parents could take their 
meals, and where temperance drinks could be 
served. (b) The Public House.—This would 
be similar to class (a), but on a larger scale, and 
should contain rooms for reading, writing, 
education, &c., also club-rooms, and possibly 
a concert or theatre-hall, and would be arranged 
to suit local requirements, with perhaps 
garden or a place for outdoor games. (¢) The 
Public House with Local Offices.—In many 
places there are already buildings erected for 
parish councils, or by religious bodies. The 
object should be to collect as many such interests 
into one central building with the arrangements 
described in classes (a) and (b), and in all cases 
provision should be made for the supply of 
temperance meals. The competition was 
opened vith a view to obtaining typical designs 
which, of course, would require modification to 
render them applicable to the local conditions 
of any actual site. There were 33 <lesigns 
submitted in class (a), and the first prize of - 
was awarded to a designgby Mr. Epitaux, © 
Lausanne. 
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TUBERCULOSIS INSTITUTE, 
BELFAST. 


TuE Central Tuberculosis Institute, Durham. 
street, Belfast, was formally opened recently. 
In Belfast, in order to avoid confusion 
yith the Poor-law Dispensary, the Committee 
decided to call these dispensaries institutes, and 
the new building is to serve the needs of the co. 
Antrim side of the river. The building consists 
of two stories, and has ample ground to allow 
of extension in the future. On the ground floor. 
opposite the entrance, is the -waiting-room for 
patients; to the left are the record-room, 
dressing-rooms and the medical examination 
room ; and directly off this the electrical and 
X-Ray room. To the right, coming from the 
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entrance, are the operating-room and dental 
surgery, with a rest room attached. On the 
second floor, to the left-hand side, at the top 
of the stairs, are the general office, the chief 
tuberculosis officer’s room, and the female staff 
room. To the right, along the corridor, are the 
staff lecture room, the laboratory and culture- 
room. The architects were Messrs. Young & 
Mackenzie, of Belfast, the work being: carried 
out by \.essrs, M' Intyre Bros, at an approximate 
cost of £4,000. 
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PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS AND OTHER WORKS.* 


In_ these lists care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the information given, but it ma 
occasionally happen that, owing to building owners taking the responsibility of commencing wor 
before plans are finally approved by the local authorities, ‘‘proposed’’ works, at the time of 
| Sag re have been actua ly commenced. Abbreviations:—T.C. for Town Council; U.D.C. for 


rban District Council; R.D. 


for Rural District Council; E.C. for Education Committee; L.G.B. 


for Local Government Board; B.G. for Board of Guardians; L.C.C. for London County Council ; 
B.C. for Borough Council: and P.C. for Parish Council. 


BOLTON.—Plans passed by T.C.: Greenhouse, 

1, St. James’s-avenue, for Mr. 8S. Royle ; shed, Plodder- 

lane, for Mr. E. Gerrard; roof over yard, Silverwell- 

lane, for Messrs. Vose & Son; alterations to offices, 

Carlton-street, for Messrs. Wareing Bros. & Co. ; 

extension to workshop, Defence-street, for Mr. W. 

Eaves; covering to entrances, Temperance Hall, for 

Northern Combines, Ltd.; shed, 218, Lever-street, 

for Messrs. E. Heyes & Co., Ltd.; sanitary arrange- 

ments, Beech Hotise, Chorley New-road, for Messrs. 

Bradshaw, Gass & Hope: sanitary improvements, 

31, Clough-street, for Messrs. W. Tong & Son, Ltd. 

_. CARNARVON.—At a meeting of the Harbour Trust 
it was reported that an application had been. received 
from Mr. Longmate, of Beddgelert, for a site in the 
harbour for the purpose of breaking up old vessels. 

An application had also been received from Messrs. 
Hugh Jones & Co., who contemplate starting a ship- 
building industry in}the town, respecting another site 
in the harbour for the construction of a proposed 
graving dock. The letters were referred to the Works 
Committee for a report. 

DEWSBURY.—The Health Committee recommended 
the T.C. to approve plans for alterations of the disused 
small-pox hospital, at Whitley, at an estimated cost of 
£1,400, exclusive of furnishing, and this has been 
agreed to. 

ELLESMERE Port.—A Board of Trade inquiry 
is to be held into an application by Messrs Levinstein, 
Ltd., and the British Dyes Company, Ltd., in con- 
nection with their plans for a large works and dye- 
making plant at Ellesmere Port. The requirements of 
the firm involve a considerable diversion of the new 
road, and plans have been deposited with the Ellesmere 
Port Council, showing also a scheme of proposed new 
railways of a light character, to run from near Little 
Sutton station (three miles distant) in a circular 
route to the Ship Canal side of the North-road. A 
double line of railways is to be laid, which, including 
the land, rolling stock, station and buildings, permanent 
way and sidings, is estimated to cost £75,000. 

FLEETWOOD.—The question of the erection of a 
bridge across the railway, leading from the electricity 
works has been referred to the Highways Committee 
of the T.C. 

GLASGOw.—The Health Committee of the Corpora- 
tion recommends that the Council should not agree 
to the postponement of the work of the Knightswood 
Hospital extension and that the Government authori- 
ties concerned in the granting of a permit should be 
interviewed on the matter. : 

GODALMING.—The T.C. has invited tenders for the 
erection of two cottages. 

“HALIFAX.—The T.C. has decided to incur an expendi- 
ture of £3,500 for buildings and £1,000 for equipment 
in connection with the erection of a national restaurant 
in Bull Close-lane, on a site comprising 312 sq. yds., 
owned by the Corporation Improvement Committee. 

HEANOR.—The T.C. has decided that a plan of a 
town and urban area, showing possible sites for new 

streets, which would relieve the traffic of the main 
roads and be of utility as thoroughfares, be prepared. 
The Council had before it a scheme for the erection of 
250 houses, and it was decided that the adoption of 





* See also our list of Competitions, Contracts, &c. 
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me be deferred until after the consideration of the 
plan. 

HINCKLEY.—Plans passed by U.D.C.: Hosiery 
factory, Trinity-lane, for Messrs. Bedford Bros. 

LEEDS.—The City Council is proposing the purchase 
from B. Whitaker & Sons, Ltd., “ for the purpose of 
the erection of houses for the accommodation of 
persons of the working-class, an area of sixty-three 
acres or thereabouts of land at Hawkesworth Wood, 
Kirkstall, at the price of £300 per acre, subject to the 
vendors making arrangements for the provision of a 
road fifty feet wide, through the land between the 
property at the south-east corner of the estate and 
Vesper-road.”’ : 

LEICESTER.—The proposal to build an orthopaedic 
anneXe at Leicester was discussed at the annual 
meeting of the East Midlands;Joint Disablement 
Committee. 

* LISKEARD.—The L.G.B. has notified. the R.D.C. 
that one of their inspectors would be visiting the 
district to confer with representatives of the Council 
respecting the proposal to erect ninety workmen’s 
dwellings in various parishes after the war. 

LIVERPOOL.—A gift of £2,000 has been made to the 
new Liverpool Cathedral for the purpose of erecting, 
on the conclusion of the war, a granite “‘ peace” 
cross, to stand over thirty feet high. The donor is 
Mr. Arthur Earle, a Liverpool commercial man, who 
desires that the steps surroanding the cross may be 
used as a base from which speakers may address 
religious gatherings. 

LymM.— The U.D.C. has decided, in regard to its 
scheme of building cottages, that six be erected in the 
first period (the first six months after the war), siX in 
the second period (the second six months), and twelve 
in the third period (the second year after the war). 

NAaS.—Additions are to be made to the premises 
of the Co-operative Society, Canal Harbour, from plans 
prepared by Mr. R. H. Hall. 

NEWOASTLE-ON-TYNE.—A L.G.B. inquiry has been 
held before Mr. P. M. Crosthwaite, regarding an appli- 
cation by the Corporation for permission to sell 
51 acres of the Walker estate for freehold building 
purposes. 

NEWPORT (MON.).—The Housing Committee has 
formulated a scheme by which it is proposed to build 
1,000 houses at a cost of £500,000 on the eastern side 
of the borough. The two sites suggested are the 
Somerton estate, which the Corporation provisionally 
took from Sir Thomas Watson, Bart., some years ago 
(but the option of which was not finally taken up), 
and in the Beechwood Park district. It is proposed 
to have a variety of type of house, and not to put 
more than twelve houses on an acre. 

OSSETT.—Plans submitted by Messrs. Glover & Ellis, 
and by Messrs. Fitton & Son, have been passed by 
the T.C. 

PONTYPOOL.—The T.C. has decided to issue a closing 
order in regard to certain houses. It was stated the 
houses were not only insanitary, but in a dangerous 
condition structurally. 

PoRTSMOUTH.—The T.C. has decided to secure the 
option of purchase of 500 acres of land on the southern 
slopes of Portsdown Hill, about three miles out of the 
town, for after-war housing purposes. The Health 
Committee were also instructed to bring up a scheme 
for dealing with the removal of slum areas in the town. 
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The New Central Tuberculosis Institute, Durham Street, Belfast. 
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Steps are being taken to extend the borough boundaries 
to include the suggested new building site. 

SoutH AFRICA.—A loan of £58,600 is proposed by 
the Municipality of King William's Town, in the Cape 
Province, for a sewerage scheme and the duplication 
of certain water supply mains. 

THORNLEY.—Plans passed: Power’ sub-station, 
Irvine’s Shipbuilding Co., Ltd. 

WALLSEND.—Plans passed :—Technical school and 
welfare institute, for Messrs. Swan, Hunter and 
Wigham. 

WATERFORD.—The Trades Council has requested 
the Corporation to erect 300 houses on the cottage plan, 
each house to have at least three sleeping apartments, 
bath, and decent sanitary arrangements, and at least 
one-eighth of an acre of ground. 

WESTMINSTER.—The Director of the National 
Gallery states in his annual report that, in connection 
with a bequest of modern foreign pictures by the 
trustees of the late Sir Hugh Lane, an offer from a 
generous donor,who wishes at present to be anonymous, 
to build a Gallery for Modern Foreign Art on part of 
the site reserved behind the Gallery at Millbank, has 
been accepted. The gallery will be built as soon as 
circumstances permit. 

WREXHAM.—Owing to the acquisition by Mr. 
Bernard Oppenheimer of a considerable portion of 
Acton Park for the development of the diamond cutting 
and polishing industry, in which disabled soldiers are 
to be trained, the T.C. has decided to modify its original 
housing scheme, and instead resolved to apply for 
sanction to borrow £6,500 for the purchase of a portion 
of the estate and an adjacent field for the erection of 
houses thereon. 


FIRES. 


BONNYRIGG.—Damage to the extent of £2,000 was 
done by fire which broke out at the premises of Mr. T. 
Sturrock, High-street, and spread to adjoining 
property. 

COLCHESTER. 
destroyed by fire. 

EDINBURGH.—Fire has caused considerable damage 
to the premises of Messrs. W. B. Cowie & Co., Ltd., 
manufacturing chemists, 26, Clyde-atreet. 


Colchester Royal Theatre has been 





GLASGOW.—Damage to the extent of £50,000 has . 


been done by fire to the Grand Theatre. 

LEIGH-ON-SEA.—Messts. Puzey’s furniture repository 
has been destroyed by fire. 

LONDON.—Damage estimated at £15,000 has been 
caused by fire to the premises of W. Izzard, Ltd., Lea 
Bridge-road, Clapton. 

LOoNDON.—Considerable damage has been done by 
fire to the premises of Messrs. K. & T. Pink at Ber- 
mondsey. 

PONDERS END.—Damacge estimated at £50,000 has 
been done by fire to the premises of the Corticene Co. 

SHEFFIELD.—Some damage has been done by fire to 
a factory in Spring-street, the property of Messrs. 
Burdall & Burdall. 

WAKEFIELD.—A serious fire has occurred at the 
extensive maltkilns in Barnsley-read, occupied by 
Messrs. Edward Suctlitfe & Sons. 


THE BUILDER. 


Competitions, Contracts, &c. 


For some contracts still open, but not included 
in this List, see previous issues. Those with 
an asterisk (*) are advertised in this number. 
Contracts iv; Competitions iv; Public Appoint- 


ments xxiv; Sales by Auction xxvi. Certain 
conditions beyond those given in the following 
information are imposed in some cases, such as 
that advertisers do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender ; that a fair wages clause 
shall be observed; that no allowance will be 
made for tenders; and that deposits are returned 
en receipt of a bona-fide tender uniess stated to 
the contrary. 


BUILDING AND PAINTING. 


SEPTEMBER 16.—Manchester. — PAINTING. — The 
Libraries Committee invite tenders for painting the 
exterior and interior of East Gorton Branch Library. 
Specifications of the City Architect, Town Hall, 
Deposit 10s. 6d. 

SEPTEMBER 16,—Swindon.—PAINTING.—For paint- 
ing, &c., wards at isolation hospital of the Swindon and 
District Hospital Board. Particulars of the Matron at 
the hospital. 

SEPTEMBER 17.—Bargoed.—PAINTING.—Tenders are 
invited for painting the Workmen’s Institute. Speci- 
fications at the Institute. 

No DATE.—Redditch.—EXTENSIONS.—Tenders are 
invited by the Urban District Council for extensions to 
the _ electricity works. Names to Mr. F. F. Bayliss, 
Architect, 18, Unicorn Hill, Redditch. 

%* London.—ReEparirs, &C.—The Secretary of the 
Buxton Club and Institute, Buxton-road, Waltham- 
stow, E. 17, asks for tenders for repairs, dilapidations 
and redecorating the Club premises. Schedule can be 
seen on application by appointment. 


FURNITURE, MATERIALS, etc. 


SEPTEMBER 16.—London.—FITTINGS.—Tenders are 
invited by the Commissioners of H.M. Works for 
electric bell fittings for six months. Forms of tender 
of the Controller of Supplies, H.M. Office of Works, 
King Charles-street, Westminster, S.W. 

SEPTEMBER 18.—Middlesbrough.—F URNITURE.—The 
Middlesbrough Education Committee invite tenders for 
furnishing two science laboratories for the junior 
technical school. Specification of Mr. E. Beckwith, 
Director, Education Offices, Middlesbrough. 

SEPTEMBER 18.— Westminster. — SUPPLIES. — The 
Westminster Board of Guardians invite tenders for 
supplies of ironmongery, electric lamps, fittings, 
engineers’ sundries, &c. Tender forms of Mr. W. J. 
Lickley, clerk, Guardians’ Offices, Princes-row, Buck- 
ingham Palace-road, S.W. 
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SEPTEMBER 20.—Manchester.—F ENOING.—The Sy». 7 
Holdings and Allotments Committee invite tenc, rs — 
the supply and erection of chestnut fencing, (cv. +. 
allotments at Edge-lane, Clayton, and Briscor-jay,., 
Newton Heath. Specifications of the City Engin, r 
Town Hall, Manchester. Deposit £1 1s. , waste 

JANUARY 8.—Johannesburg-—SANITARY Pays __ 
The Johannesburg Municipality invite tenders {or 
9,000 sanitary pails and 500lids. Copy of specificat on 
at Enquiry Office of Department of Overseas Trade, 73 
Basinghall-street, E.C. hie. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


SEPTEMBER 16 —Bristol—HEATING INSTALLATION 
—The Bristol! Guardians invite tenders for providing 
a hot-water boiler to the Eastville Institution. Specifi- 
cation of Mr. J. J. Simpson, Clerk to the Guardians 
St. Peter’s Hospital. 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 
WORKS. 


SEPTEMBER 18.—Durham .—SANITARY SERVICES.— 
The War Office invite tenders for the performance of 
sanitary services at the following stations in the 
Northumbrian District for a period of one year from 
October 1, 1918:—Cambois (North Camps), Seaton 
Delaval, Hartley. Forms oftender of the 0.C., A.s.C., 
Northumbrian District, Headquarters Office, 34, Old 
Elvet, Durham City. 

SEPTEMBER 25.—Coulsdon.—SEWER.—The™, Couls- 
don and Purley U.D.C. invite tenders for sewer exten- 
sion, consisting of about 500 yds. of 9-in. pipe sewer, 
manholes, &c. Plans of Mr. A. Clark, acting surveyor, 
Council Offices, Purley. 


Auction Sales. 


* SEPTEMBER 19.—London —Mr. Henry Butcher will 
sell the builders’ and contractors’ plant and material 
now lying on the vacant site adjoining 220, Walworth- 
road, S-E., comprising 150 scaffold poles, shoring 
timber, &c. ; 10 tons of useful scrap iron ; large quantity 
of timber, &c. On view morning of sale. Catalogues 
and all particuars from the Auctioneers, Henry Butcher 
& Co., 63-64, Chancery-lane, W.C. 2. 

%* SEPTEMBER 24.-—London.—Mr. H. W. Smith will sell 
on the premises, 41, Loudoun-road, St. John’s Wood, 
the stock and plant of a builder and decorator, including 
the contents of the paint shop, builder’s ironmongery, 
contents of plumber’s shop, household and office furni- 
ture, &c. On view duy prior. Catalogues at the 
Auction Offices, 6, Great James-street, Bedford-row, 
WC. J. 





Public Appotntment. 


London —A temporary general assistant is wanted 
in a Borough Engineer’s office. Applications, stating 
age, with copies of recent testimonials, to be forwarded 
to Box 1445, care of Messrs. R. F. White «& Son, 33, 
Fleét Street, E.C. 4. 
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You can SAVE MONEY by 


Using 


DIXON’S WHITE 


That is not the first consideration of a conscientious workman, but 


it is an important one. 


And when in addition he can do better work—a more satis- 
factory job—it’s surely worth his while to take it into account. 


is non-poisonous ; it is finely ground, leaving no waste ; it covers 
a larger area than the same quantity of white lead ; it works well, 
and its purity of colour permits a perfect white or the delicate 
shades, such as ultramarine, impossible with white lead. These 


are facts—proven and tested. Will you try Dixon’s White for 
your next job? Any information or help we can give is yours 


for the asking. 


Dixon’s White, Ltd., Albion. Wharf, Bow, LONDON, E. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS.* 


[Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by 


inquiry.. 


BRICKS, &c, 
Per 1,000 Alongside, in River Thames. £ s. d. 
Best Stocks ........ cet asa ataniaaas i ae 


Picked Stocks for Facings eansineineae 8 15 

Per 1000, Delivered at London Goods Stations. 
-® @ £6. d. 
potters a 23 0 Best Blue 

a Fareham Pressed Staf- 

* per eaes 400 fordshire ... 610 0 

see Red Do. Bullnose .. 615 0 
Pressed Rua- Best Stour- 
bon Facing... 6 O 0 bridge Fire 

, DeieNS ..ccue’ @ | SD 

GLAZED BRIcKsS— 

Best White, D’ble Str’tch’ra = 7.6 
Ivory, and D’ble Headers 20 7 6 
Salt Glazed One Side and 
Stretchers .. 1717 6 two Ends .. 24 7 6 

Headers....... 17 7 6 Two Sides and 

Quoins, Bull- one End .... 25 6 

. nose and 4$in. Spiays and 
PU cen eans ae ee Squints..... 2217 6 


Second Quality, £1 per 1.000 less than best. 
Glazed bricks priced at so much each, 50 per cent. 
advance on list. ; 
Permission to be obtained from Director of Supplies 
for Flettons, Wire Cuts, &c 


8. 4. 
Thames Ballast ........ 12 0 ger yard, delivered 
Pit Sand ...... coccccse 14 6 = 
Thames Sand ......-. — ae 2 miles 
Best Washed Sand ...... 3 Cis @ radius 
gin. Shingle for Ferro- Padding- 
Concrete ....c-ccccece 13 6 - ton. 
Per ton, delivered. 
: 8. ¢ £ 8. d. 
Best Portland Cement ...... 3 rr ie 


Do. £z 16s. Od. alongside in 80- ton ate: 

Ferrocrete 2s. 6d. per ton extra on above. 

Best Ground Blue Lias Lime 2 2 6 at rly. depot. 

NoTE.—The cement or lime Is exclusive of the ordinary 
charge for sacks. The sacks are charged at 2s, 3d. 
each and credited at 2s. each if returned in good 
condition within three months. 


Grey Stone Lime ...... 47s. Od. per ton delivered. 
Stourbridge Fireclay in s’cks 37s. 6d. per ton at rly. dpt. 
STONE. 


BATH STONE—delivered in railway trucks at 8. 4d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 


South Lambeth, G.W ., per {C. eube...+.. » F 
Do. do. delivered in railway trucks at Nine 

Elms, L. & 8.W.R., per ft. cube .....,.-+- 1 8} 
Do. do. ‘delivered on road waggons at Nine Elms 

ee peeves peers maces 8 


PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, L.& 8.W.R., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and “Mileage Station 


G.W.R., per ft. a ndsiailhia Paeien tints 2 103 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at above 
stations, per ft. cube.. ..... heceéaes ae 


White basebed, 2d. per ft. cube ‘extra. 
Notrs.—4$d. ft. ‘cube extra for every foot over 20 ft. 


average. 
RaNbomM BLocKs—Per <> Cube, delivered at Rly.Dpot. 
4 8. d. 

Ancaster in blocks 2 10 Closeburn Red 
Beer in blocks... 1 9 Freestone ...... 3 90 

Grinshill in blocks 2 6 Red & White Mans- 
Darley Dale in fieldrandom block 4 8 

ee - 210 #£=Yellow Magnesian 
Limestone do.do 3 9 


York StoNE—Robin Hood Quality. 


Delivered at any Goods Station London. «4. 4d. 
Seappled random blocks ......: Per Ft. Cube 5 10 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 

30 £6. SUBSE.) odivsew 00 s-04 ssico oe PerFt.Super 4 6 
6 in. rubbed two aides, ditto ........ a 411 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizes)  , 2 0 
2in. to 2$ in. sawn one side slabs 

(random size8) ......-- sowetiveeese ™ 1 3 
Ip in. to 2 in. ditko, dite ...ccccccses 99 3-32 
Harp York— 

Delivered at any Goods Station London, 

Seappled random blocks ........ Per Ft.Cube 5 56 
6 in. sawn two sides landing to sizes (under 40ft. 
CPOE) jb okasbeneseness ee -PerFt.Super 4 2 
6 in. rubbed two sides ditto .......... “ 47 
in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) ,, 111 
2 in. self-faced random flags ........ o 0 10 
Per 1,000 
TILES, f.o.r. London. 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ 8s. d. 
Staffordshire district.........eececceses 415 O 

Ditto hand-made ditto.............. 5 0 0 
Ornamental ditto .......-.++. Gnaenens’ ln = 
Hip aud valley tiles (per dozen) .......... 0 9 O 

Per 1,000 of 1,200 

SLATES. f.o.r. London. 
$0¢4 
Best Blue ees Slates, 4 by ys ciobuicn ae. - - 
a FE BS ID 10 0 0 
Firs} “quality” o 20 e saree 20 0 0 
i! 16 by 8 ......00- 10 5 6 
Best Blue Portmadoc SOT We iccccice DO D4 
’ * ck 16 by 8...ccse0. 1 O O 
First quality ,, 20 by 10...ccceee 1910 0 
. = 16 by 8 915 0 

‘ WOOD. 


Best BUILDING REDWOOD. 
D. Imported sizes. 
fais: 4in. by 12in., 4 in. 
'y llin., 3in, by avin, 


’ Softwood stocks 
: in. by 9 in., and 2 


controlled by the 





Nein by is" Fatal, for dries 
‘ . by i tesece eriais, Jor prices 
Battoiis , 
er" .“ Hite wd Layer see tissue of . Sept. 
Zin. incl in, and 3in. by] 6th, page 148. 
ein, 9 ere eer eer eaee 
Cin Phy gad Sis Og), 





THE BUILDER. 


WOOD (Continued). 


BEstT BUILDING REDWOOD. | 
Scantlings: 2in. by 3in., 
2in. by 3$in., 2 in. by 
4in., 2in. by 44 in 
sia. by 4in., and 3 in. by 
Boards: lin., 1}in., and 
Ret by 6 in. and 7 in. 
Seconds aia cil aed Main 
Sawn pitch pine logs (about 
35 cu. ft. average ..... 
Do. 6 in. to 10 in. 


Best Pitch Pine Deals .... 
Under 2 in. thick ...... ose 


JornERs’ Woop . Softwood stocks 
White Sea First Quality 


controlled by the 
Red: 4in. by 1lin... 


3in. by 1lin., and 2in. 5 Director of 


Oe Be Oth sc ataiussdee ; 
4in. by 9in. .... Matersale, for 
3 ta. by 9in., and 2$in.| prices see issue of 
Cb SE Re Ee 
3 in. by 11 in. boards Sept. 6th, page 148. 
7 in. and 8 in. battens .. 
7 in. and 8 in. boards ... 
Archangel White Deals— 
Best 3in. by Qin. and 
10 in. and llin. ..... 
Seconds, dO. sveccses 
fe eee 
Prepared Floorings and 
Matchings. Seconds 
Swedish Red and equal— 
ljin. by 6$in. planed 
errs oe 
ljin. by 64in. planed 
and matched ........ 
lin. by 6$ in. planed and | 
OO” RRR eae 
Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 
super, asinch ....... sw 4 
Zin. do. do. 0 1 0 
Dry. Mahogany—Honduras, 
Tabasco, per ft. super, , 
OR oda a0 5404940 0 
Cuba. Mahogany ....... 0 
0 
0 





co 
tor 
“eo 


Dry Walnut, American, per 
ft. super, asinch ..... 
French, “ Itatian,” Walnut 
Teak, per load (Rangoon or 
Moulmein) .......... 60 0 

Do. do. (Java) ...... 

American Whitewood 

planks, per ft.cube .. 
GE OP OES oseccecccus lu 


METALS. 


JOISTS, GIRDERS, &o. 
Rolled Steel Joists, ordinary, 
sections, basis price ...... 
Plain Compound Girders, 
ordinary sections ,....... . 
fiain Compound Stanchions Prices controlled 
Angles. ‘Tees, and Channels, + by the Ministry 
ordinary sections ........ aad 
oe errr hia ct Munitions. 
Cast Iron Columns’ and 
Stanchions, plain ordinary | 
patterns ....... cewcedecce 


WrovuGHT-IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS— 

(Discount off List for lot of not less than £4 net 
value delivered direct from works. 5 per cent. less 
carriage forward if sent from London stocks.) 

Sizes up to and Sizes 
including 2 in, 23 in. to 6in. 
Tubes. — Tubes. Fittings. 


ow awe 
oo eo 


re.) wr tor 
co oc so @a 
s: ee . . 
a ~™ 
to “so osc os 
o So 
coo o 








GOB cccccccscces 3 35 -. 36} 37% 
WAGE .nccccccce. “Oe 32g .... 3 35 
Steam ......... 21 30 2... 26 323 
Galvanised Gas . st ee 30 

Bs Water — BP 00: Ss 275 


Steam 6ion 224 Zion 25 
L.C.C. GoaTED SOIL PrpES—London Prices ex works. 

Bends, stock Branches, 
gr angles. stuck angie 
8. 


8. d. ~ 
2in. peryd.in6fts.. 42 ..3 1 .. 3 8 
2¢ in. 9 a £.8 wa Se co CS 
3 in. * i Bee we. 28a eS 
3 in. » os © 2 «« SS 3 oo 
4in. - a + Esp. wos oe 


RAIN- WATER PIPES, &C. Bends, stock Branches, 


Pipe. angles. stock angles 
s. d. ‘4+ 64 & 
2in, per yd.in _ plain 2 8 .. 1 %% 2 4} 
24 in, 4 ae = woe SC 2 OF 
3 in. ” ” ee 3 8 * 2 *. 3 8 
Shin. ~ 4, ~. «0 Benes 
4in. on G2 «se ® ae 


L.C.C. DRAIN PIPES, —9 ft. lengths. London Prices, 
4in., 78. 7d. .. Sin. 98. 2d. .. 6in.. 10s. Od. 
Per ten in Lonayn. 


[Ron— £8. d. £ 8. @, 
Common Bars ........ 1610 0 to 17 0 0 
Staffordshire Crown Bars - 

good merchant quality 17 0 0 .. 1710 0 
Staffordshire ** Marked 
—>—7it Ara « 2 2. 8 ac. 88 

Mild Steel Bats ........ 21 00 .. 2110 0 

Steel Bars, Ferro- Concrete 
quality, basis price » Be t.«a es g 

Hoop Iron, basis price .. 2010 0 ,, 2110 

» Galvanised .. 33 00 ., —_ 

Sheet Iron Black— 

Ordinary sizes to 20g... 23 0 0 .. 2310 O 
= dh hs oo 0 O66. - BM SO 
25 0 26 0 0 


26 0 
Sheet Tron, Galvanised faa, ordinary quality— 
Ordinary sizes, 6 ft. by 
2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20 g. ae oe. .@- se — 
Ordinary sizes to 22 g. 
ONE DEE.ccccccsccee 0.08 op 36°36 6 
Ordinary sizes to 26g... 36 0 0 ;. 3630 0 


Since our last issue Tiles, Slates and Soil Pipes, Rain Water Pipes and Drain Pipes have been revised.—Ed.} 


METALS (eae 
Por ton in Lantee. 


£ d. 
Sheet Iron, Gatvanised, fat, ~ quality— 


Ordinary ie to 20 g. ee _ 
a . 22 g. and 
SE. ccsmel-ccncsies 36 00... _ 
Ordlesry aizes to 26 g. 39 00 « — 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheete— 
mame | sizes, 6 ft. to = ee 
t Boo woscccesvcs oo 
Comanty sizes, 22 g. - Nominal 
ap Ie i Roa 8310 o ..[ Pines 
ons sizes, 26g. . 32 10 0 omy. 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 6 ft. 
by 2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20 g. 
and thicker....... 2410 0 w -_ 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, “20 z. 
to eee 2415 0 .. _ 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 26 z. ae a6 = 
Cyt Nails, 3in. to6 in. .... 29 0 O 30 0 0 
(Under 3 in.. usual trade extras.) 
&c. 


Delivered in London. 
LEAD—Sheet, om. 4ib £ 8. d, 
40 0 0 


and UP ccccvcecce cee oe — 
Pipe in coils ...... ce OTP DO '@ _ 
WOE CID ccesccyeccence Ghee és —_ 


Compo pipe 64606060 40 4410 0 

Nore—Country delivery, 203. per ton extra ; lots under 
5 cwt., 1s. 6d. per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 2s. 
ewt. extra. Orders for over 1 ewt. Sheet Lead or 
Pipe, or 28 lbs. Solder should be accompanied by a 
certificate or licence, which can be obtained from the 
Director of Materials [A. N.2(E)], Hotel Victoria,S.W. 
Smaller quantities than the above can be obtained 
by making a written declaration to the Manufacturer 
or Merchant that the metal is wanted for urgent 
renewals or repairs, and giving the name of the job 
for which it is required, 


Coprrr— 
Strong Sheet....per lb. 0 2 8 
Thin ™ .. o24 aie 
Copper naila .... |, 0 2 3 | required for 
Copper wire .... 49 024 allt Co per, 

TiN—English Ingots ‘eo 03 9 Tin pay : 

SOLDER—Plumbers’ ,, 0 110 Solder 
Tinmen’s:....... 024 ur chases 
Blowpipe ...... eo .. 2.8 Pp y 

GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY SIZES. 


Per Ft. Per Ft. 
15 oz. fourths .... 7d. 382 oz.fourths .... 10d, 
gf Te 00-0560 Fae »» thirds ...... 11d, 


21 ,, fourths .... 8d. Fluted,Obscured and 
<< MD ti60e0 i? Enamelied Sheet, 
26 ,. fourths ..-. 04. 15 oz. 7 
= Peewee . 99d. 21 ,, 8d. 
Extra price according to size and substance for 
squares cut from stock, and only small quantities can 
be supplied without an A Certificate. 
ENGLISH ROLLED isa CRATES OF ping’ 


& Rolled plate... us. ccccsvcccces TETTTTT Tit -_ 
Rough rolled and rough cast plate.......... 
Rough rolled and rough cast plate.......... 624. 
Figured Rolled, Oxford Rolled, Baltic, Oceanic, 
Arctic, Stippolyte, and small and large 
Flemish WEED. cccccssccccesoopensess 
ae My A 
Rolled Sheet ..... 


White Rolled Cathedral peeensedespeceooe aE 
Tinted pctansegneedekes te Se 
‘PAINTS, &c. £s. 4 
Raw Linsced ” - a pe. ---»-pergallon 0 8 0 
” ” arrels .... 9 0384 
a ed pa in drums .... ob 08 7 
Boiled ,, » in barrels.... od 08s 7 
» in drums .... o 09 0 
“Orders for these oils must be accompanied by a 
certificate from the Ministry of Food (Oil and He e- 


partment), St. Stephen's House, Westminster, S.W.1, 


Turpentine in barrels.......... i 011 3 
OD: GRE 2 sn cde case 011 6 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, per ton 60 10 0 


(In not less than 5 ewt. casks.) 
GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT— 
* Blackfriars,” ‘“‘ Nine Elms,” “ Park,” 
and other best brands (in 14 Ib. tins) not 
less than 5 ewt. lota..per ton délivered 83 10 0 
Red Lead, Dry (packages extra) . . per ton 47 0 O 
Orders for White and Red Lead and any Paint con- 
taining Lead must be accompanied by a certificate 
or licence, which ane be obtained from the Director 
of Materials [A.N. 2 (E.)], Hotel Victoria, 8.W. 


Best Linseed Oil Putty Seueks -. perrewt. 1 2 0 
ere rerr rrr seveboce DP om oe 6 
er gallon. 
VARNISHES, &c. £ 8. 
Wane Pale GEE cccccccesece secescecovoces 8 86 
Pale Copal Oak ........%- cocccccceccece 17 
Superfine Pale Elastic Oak... OTTT TTT TTT 19 
Fine Extra Hard Church Oak opecass 18 
Superfine Hard-drying Oak, for seats of 
EE <i 0g 999550 00seneedontae cecce 1 
Fine Elastic Carriage ........... ccevecece 19 
Superfine Pale Elastic poner se cevcccoe 1 
Fine Pale Maple .........+. pocevcseses 14 


Finest Pale Durable SE v0cceccceeeoeres 
ES PD POSEN cdcococccedenceses 
MING VIGGIEE.« ccccccccesccccscoocese 
White Pale BAA cccccceboccccccceces 
Extra Pale Paper.......- 
Best Japan Gold Size .. 
Best Black Japan ..... 
Oak and Mahogany Stain” eee 

Brunswick Black 4. cccccccccccccsccceces 
DeFlin BIRO. coc cccccéicoccecsovcccoseece 
MROCEIRE oc ccccccccccccegqbocccosovetes 
French and Brush Polish 9a 6060000606606 Gn 


* The information given on this page has been 
specially compiled for Tak BUILDER and is copyright. 
ur. aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who use of this information. 
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TENDERS. 


Communicetions for insertion under thig heading 
should be “addressed to. *‘ The Editor,” ‘and must 
reach us not later than 12 noon on Wednesday. — 

* Denotes accepted. t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance 

LEEDS.—For excavations and concrete work in 
connection with extension of electricity works, for the 
Corporation :— 

¢W. Airey & Son ..... ° £19,997 


——— 
i aid 


NEW COMPANIES. 


Tne particulars quoted below have been 
compiled by Jordan & Sons, Ltd., Company 
Registration Agents, of 116 and 117, Chancery- 
lane, W.C. 2, from the documents available at 
the Companies Registry :— 

AKERMAN & JEAVONS (BrrMINGHAM), LTD. 
(151,277.) Registered August 24, 1918. To 
carry on the business of general brassfounders 
and manufacturers of hardware and gas, water 
and steam fittings, &c. Nominal capital, 
£3,000. 

Banoor Saw Mixts, Lrp. (151,308), Empire 
House, 171 and 173, Piccadilly, W. 1. Regis- 
tered. August 28. To carry on the business of 
timber growers and merchants, saw mills, iron 
and steel founders, &c. Nominal capital 
£13,000. 

BonEHAM & TuRNER, Lrp. (151,276), Field 
Mill, Nottingham-road., Mansfield. Registered 
August 23. To carry on the business of 
mechanical, motor, and electrical, sanitary, 
civil, and consulting engineers, &c. Nominal 
capital £1,000. 

Casson Compositions (SoutH Arrica), Lrp. 
(151,191.) Registered August 15, 1918. To 
carry on the business of dealers and manufac- 
turers of compositions, }jaints, enamels, var- 
nishes, &c. Nominel capital £7),000. 

Great EasterN Mertan Works, Lop. 
(151,046). Registered July 26, 1918. Objects 
indicated by title. Nominal capital £1C,000. 

PoRTABLE BUILDING EQUIPMENT. (151,207.) 
Registered August 16, 1918. To carry on the 
business of designers, manufacturers and pro- 
viders of huts, poultry houses, greenhouses, &c. 
Nominal capital £2,300. 

Mutren & Duruin, Lrp. (151,316), 146, 
Trafalgar-street, Burnley, Lancashire. Regis- 
tered August 29. To carry on the business of 
builders and contractors, excavators, quarry 
mastezs, &c.. Nominal capital, £5,000. 

Reparrs, Lrp., 75, Hanover-street, Liverpool. 
(151,208.) Registered August 16, 1918. To 
carry on the business of a contractors’ manu- 
facturer, importer anc exporter, &c. Nominal 
capital £6,000. 2 

SrournimaM, Lrp. . (151,170.) Registered 
August 12; 1918: To carry on the business of 
manufacturers of and’ dealers in paints, var- 
nishes, dopes, oils and chemicals, &c. Nominal 
capital £6,000. 

THe Rapnor Manoracturinc Co., Lrp. 
(151,087.) Registered July 31, 1918. To carry 
on the business of iron, brass and metal founders, 
mechanical, mining, gas, aero, sanitary, civil and 
water engineers, &c. Nominal capital £2,000. 

*The Woops Gitpert Rar REMODELLING 
Co., Lrp., 170, Strand, W.C. 2. (151,190.) 
Registered August 14, 1918. To carry on 
business as contractors, electrical engineers, &c. 
Nominal capital £30,000. 
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PICTURE RAILS AND HOOKS. 


WE have received particulars of an invention 
by Councillor W. A. Smyrk, builder and con- 
tractor, of Hendon, N.W., which relates to 
improvements in and connected with picture 
rails and hooks. The ordinary picture rail is so. 
constructed that it collects dust, whereas this 
invention does away with the usual ridge or 
groove and provides a perfectly smooth top. 
The rail, however, is provided with a groove for 
receiving and holding the picture hook on its 
underside. The hook is formed with a flange 
at one end and this flange is arranged in the 





















































groove and becomes firmly wedged in position, 
the weight of the picture tending to hold it 
firmly in place. -The illustration shows a 
short longitudinal length and section with two 
hooks engaged therein. The advantages of the 
left-hand hook or attachment is that it affords 
a grip for the wire or cord, thus preventing the 
picture from getting out of position throughJthe 
oscillation caused by street traffic, &c. The 
invention has advantages and we are glad»to 
call attention to it. * 


— 


Building in Lincoln, 


The City Engineer and Surveyor of Lincoln, 
in his annual report for 1917-18, states that, 
exclusive of lanu, the estimated value of build- 
ings sanctioned the last year was upwardsEof 
£39,710, excluding a national factory. ; 
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SLATE MEROHANTS, LED. 


EXPERTS IN 


SLATING, 
TILING. 


STRIPPING AND RELAYING. 


Telephone: Avenue 4840 (twe lines), er write + 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 


BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON, &.- 
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ELECTRIC LIGHT. ELECTRIC POWER | 
MALCOLM & ALLAN, Lta. 


499, Eglinton St.. GLASGOW; 17, North st 
Andrew St., EDINBURGH ; Goschen Buildings, 
12, Henrietta Street. Strand, LONDON, W.c.2. 
Specialists in. Electric Light Installations, 
Large Selection Electric Motors always in stock 
ESTIMATES GIVEN FREE. 

















Easiest and Safest Way to VENTILATE Offices 
Shops, Bedrooms, etc., is to have 


GLASS VENTILATORS. 


3upplied in Plate or Sheet Glass by 


JAMES CLARK @ SON, Ltd., 
Railway Arches, 
Blackfriars Road, London, S.E.1 
Write for Descriptive Circular. 























LANCASHIRE 


FIRE 





INSURANCE GOMPANY fe 
[> 
Premiums - - £3,497,074 
Reserve Funds - £4,078,996 


FIRE. 
CONSEQUENTIAL LOSS. 
ACCIDENTS. 


BURGLARY. PLATE GLASS. 
EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY, 


MARINE. 


45, Dale Street, Liverpool. 
Head oftioes | 155" Leadenhall Street. E.C. 





Asphalte.—The Seyssel and Metallie Lava 
Asphalte Co. (Mr. G. F..Glenn), Office, Moorgate 
Station Chambers, Moorfields, E.C. 2—The best 
and cheapest materials for dampcourses, railway 
arches, warehouse floors, flat roofs, stables, cow- 
sheds and milk-rooms, granaries, tun-rooms, 
and terraces. Asphalte Contractors to Forth 
Bridge Co. 


JOINERY, 


Of évery description and in any kind of Wood. 





CHAS. E. ORFEUR, LTD., . 





Fae men COLNE BANK WORKS, 

ON APPLICATION. = = 

Pe any COLCHESTER. 
Telephone: 0195. Telegrams: ‘‘ Orfeur, Colchester. 





BRABY’S Automatic Flushing Tanks. 


€ 


- LE 


SIMPLE. 


FRED* BRABY. iM 


& Co., LTD., 


i 





, 


. RELIABLE, 


352 to 364, EUSTON ROAD, N.W:1 
IDA WORKS, DEPTFORD, 5p g| LONDON. 
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